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Upcoming Road Repairs
Submitted by Ted Crane

D  T B  on June 18, 
the Highway Department was authorized to spend 

funds (a total of $370,000) on road repairs. !e projects 
will be funded by the New York State Consolidated Lo-
cal Street and Highway Improvement Program (CHIPS, 
but don’t ask me how the State concocted that acronym 
from that name).
No schedule 
has been an-
nounced, but 
the roads to 
be improved 
are:

stone, and double surface treatment

double surface treatment

installed, pug-milling, double 
surface treatment

milling, double surface treat-
ment

pug-milling, and double sur-
face treatment.

A portable pug mill, designed to 
mix solid materials to create a 
consistent blend, is a sight to be-
hold. !e Highway Department 
is renting one for the project.
More information may 
be available from the 
Highway Department, 
[highway@townofdanbyny.org] 

 /

West Danby Summer Concert
Submitted by Alison Christie, West Danby Community Association

J       of inspired 
music from local singer-songwriter Jennie Lowe 

Stearns amidst the glorious gardens at Wayne Myers 
home, 1071 Michigan Hollow Road in West Danby. 

Jennie has been hard at work crafting her fifth al-

[jennielowestearns.com] to get a flavor for 
Jennie’s style. Her CDs will be available for 
sale.
We’ve also invited Dennis’ Homemade Ice 
Cream to join us. He’ll be selling eight scrump-
tious flavors including a dairy-free sorbet.

Danby’s Youth Program manager will be on hand to do 
a fun activity with youth. Bring a white T-shirt, if you 
have one, so you are prepared for any challenge.

If you have never been to Wayne Myers 
Garden, prepare to be amazed and delight-
ed. Come early for a stroll!
Presented by the West Danby Commu-
nity Association with support from the 
Town of Danby and grant support from 
the  of 
Tompkins County. !is event is free and 
open to the public. /

Nate the Great at Town Hall
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We would like to thank these sponsors for their help:July 2018
Layout: Ted Crane
Count-n-Label Crew: 
Diana Van DeBogart; Ted and 
Pamela; Katharine and Scott; 
Julie and her family; others.
Post Office Crew:

Julie Clougherty, 
Katharine Hunter
Scott Davis

To contribute:
Danby Area News
PO Box 6886
Ithaca, NY 14851-6886
Phone: 607.273.8678
Email: [danbynews@tedcrane.com]

Text submissions:
Send text in the body of an 
Email message (not as an at-
tachment); or mail typewritten 
copy, double-spaced on white 
paper. Short handwritten 
submissions accepted; please 
write legibly.

Graphics: JPEG preferred for 
photos, GIF for line graphics. 
PNG also works.Check with 
editor before sending hard-
copy graphics.

Deadline is the 15th of the 
month. Materials may be 
accepted later if time allows. 
Submissions should gener-
ally not exceed one page. We 
cannot print political material 
or letters of opinion.

The Danby Area News (DAN) is a 
publication of the Danby Com-
munity Council (DCC) produced 
by contract with the Town of 
Danby. All statements are those 
of the contributors, and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of 
the editors, sponsors, the DCC 
and its officers, or officials and 
employees of the town of Danby 
All works remain © of the con-
tributors. Please provide a SASE 
if you wish to have materials 
returned. The DAN and DCC are 
not responsible for typographic or 
other errors.

PATRON:

ARNOLD PRINTING CORP • 604 West Green Street • 607.272.7800

High Quality Printing Services • Recycled papers / Soy based inks 

Complete Digital pre-press • Family owned and operated

Highland Farms Boarding 

Kennel and Store
168 West Miller Road • 607.273.3251 

[www.highlandfarmskennel.com]

Danby Community Church

“Serving God and Community”
1859 Danby Road • 607.272.1687 

[www.danbychurch.org]

Jefferson Colman
Custom Portable Homes

607.279.3757

Taoist Tai Chi Society of the USA
Dedicated to Improving Health • Non-profit

607.277.5491 • [ithaca.ny@taoist.org]

Bankruptcy & Divorce Law 

Debt Relief • Atty Advertising
Mark Gugino • 144 Bald Hill Road, Danby 

607.319.0766 or 607.207.0888

FRIENDS:

COME HOME TO TENWOOD LODGE
Fabulous • Spacious • Unique

Family Reunions • Vacation Rental • B&B

Making treasured family memories since 2013.

[tenwoodlodge.com] • 607.273.9546

RETIREMENT PLANNING & INVESTMENTS
Vince Mazzarella LUTCF • 30+ years experience

Securities Offered Through

NEXT Financial Group, Member FINRA/SIPC

132 Yaple Road • 607.662.5262 • [vincemazzarella.com]

SUPPORTERS:

Danby News Notes
Submitted by Ted Crane
Submission Guidelines: Before 
submitting an item for the Danby 
News, please have a look at the Sub-
mission Guidelines. You can request 
them by Email from the editor at 
[danbynews@tedcrane.com] or find 
them at [danbyny.org/DanbyNews]. If 
you’re thinking of sending something 
for publication in the Danby News, 
there’s two documents to read: the 

Guidelines and the Submission Guide-
lines at the same web location.
You’ll learn what is, and isn’t accept-
able material for publication. If it’s 
acceptable, we’ll make an effort to in-

generally, we print everything 
we receive! You’ll find hints about how 
to prepare a submission. Following 
these guidelines makes the editing and 
layout easier.
A terse version of these guidelines is in 
the left-hand column of this page. /

Are you interested in becoming a sponsor? 

Help the Danby News build community! 

For info, contact [danbynews@tedcrane.com].
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Town Clerk’s Desktop
Submitted by Pamela Goddard, Town Clerk
Simply Summer

A     S S, the heat 
was heavy and oppressive. When heavy rain fell 

during the Monday evening Town Board meeting, it 
cleared the air and carries cool refreshment. Life can 
be like that--heavy with worry and care one moment 
and as clear and expansive as the broad blue sky the 
next moment. Summer is a good time for taking care of 
day-to-day business and watching projects unfold here 
in the Town Clerk’s office.
Our new Deputy Clerk, Alex Pfiefer is quickly finding 

her way through the various processes 
and is ready and able to help residents 
with renewing dog licenses, process-
ing building permit fees, and answering 
questions about municipal life in Danby. 
She can also help you with library and 
local history questions.
I keep busy with the standard tasks of a 
Town Clerk:

-
cord minutes

license information in our office and 

and Planning Boards

permit payments

information they need to be as fully informed as 
possible regarding local government operations and 
projects.

Some of those projects include an update of the Town 
of Danby’s Code of Ethics, the intent to apply for state 
and federal grants for initiatives such as a Housing 
Needs Assessment for the Town of Danby, and con-
sideration of local laws addressing current needs and 
concerns related to zoning in our Town.
Danby’s Town Board passed its first Local Law of 2018 
on June 18, rezoning a small portion of a formerly large 
parcel (AutoSalvage) on Hornbrook Road as commer-
cial. !is allowed the owners to pursue an adaptive re-
use of a warehouse building on the site.

Other local laws, related to appropriate processes for 
timber harvesting in the Town and to whether the 
Highway Superintendent should be elected or appoint-
ed, will be discussed during the next few months. !e 
Town Clerk makes sure that all legal notifications are 
met and proper filing with the State is completed after 
adoption.
!e tag line of the Bangor, Maine Police Department, 
“Keep your hands to yourself, leave other people’s 
things alone, and be kind to one another,” always bring 
a smile to my face. If I were to adapt this to the per-
spective of the Danby Town Clerk, I’d say, “Take care 
of your animals (license your dog, if you’ve got one), 
pay attention to what’s going on, and-- yes--be kind to 
one another.”
Waking up to a day after an overnight rain, you won-
der how anything could ruin the feeling of looking up 
at a clear blue sky. Unexpected things can happen. As 
we know, Finger Lakes weather can change moment to 
moment. Today’s blue sky might not make one forever 
happy, but it can create contentment. We deserve sum-
mer days like this.
Office Hours
As a reminder, Summer office hours for the Town Clerk 
now effective. We are open Monday, Tuesday, Wednes-
day, and Friday 10am-5pm. From now into early Sep-
tember, the Town Clerks’ office is closed Saturday, Sun-
day, and !ursdays. And, thanks to resident generosity, 
the bowl of chocolate kisses remains full.

by Email at [townclerk@townofdanbyny.org]. /

Women’s Fiction
Submitted by Joanne Farbman

T W’ F B C of Danby is 
currently meeting on the second Tuesday of each 

month at 1 pm. Since it’s a pretty new group, this 
schedule could change.
So, anyone interested in this new group should contact 

[jsfarbman@gmail.com]. We’d 
love to have you! /
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[townclerk@townofdanbyny.org]

Mon-Tue-Wed-Fri, 10am–5pm
[highway@townofdanbyny.org]

[code@townofdanbyny.org]

[courtclerk@townofdanbyny.org]

All offices at Danby Town Hall except where noted.

Town Office Info

West Danby Water District Update
Submitted by Tod Sukontarak, Water Commissioner

T W D C held a meet-
ing on June 13 in the West Danby Fire Station.

!e topic that consumed 
the majority of the meet-
ing was looking at what is 
needed to address the im-
balance between our rev-
enue and our spending. 
!e water rate has never 
gone up since the District 

-
stead, we have relied on 
taxes to makeup the short-
coming at the end of the 

year. !is has been an issue for a long time and is one 
that will require a lot of time and energy to resolve.
In an attempt to learn where to begin in changing the 
Water District’s rate structure to reflect costs, Tod will 
be attending the NYRWA Water System Management 

We are aware that it is not good news that water rates 
will go up. !e good news is that taxes will be smaller 
the end of the year and people will have more control 
over their water bills by conserving if they wish. !is 
will be a long process and will keep you posted on de-
velopments. /

Planning Board Vacancy
Submitted by Pamela Goddardl, Town Clerk

F    , the Town of Danby 
Planning Board has been guided by the its Chair, 

Frank Kruppa. Frank is also the Tompkins County 
Public Health Director and Commissioner of Mental 
Health. His perspective both as a resident of Danby and 
as the director of public health initiatives at the County 
level has been invaluable. Frank has announced that he 
and his family are moving out of Danby to a new home 
in Dryden, and he has resigned his seat and position as 
Planning Board Chair. His last meeting was one June 
21. We are sorry to see him go but happy that he and 
his family have their own home closer to his County 
office.
!e Town Board of the Town of Danby invites resi-
dents to apply to fill the vacant seat on the Planning 
Board. While Planning Board service is usually a seven 
year term, the term of the vacant seat runs through the 
end of December 2018. !erefore, the appointee will 
be serving for less than six months, and would reapply 

!e Planning Board meets monthly, on the third 
!ursday, to review subdivision and development ap-
plications, and to review (and revise as needed) such 
planning documents as the Comprehensive Plan and 
the Zoning Ordinance. Copies of the Comprehensive 
Plan and Zoning Ordinance are available on the Code/
Planning page of the Danby web site and in the Town 
Clerk’s office.
A new Chair will be selected by the Town Board from 
the current members of the Planning Board.
An appointment application is available through the 
Town Clerk’s office. !is form includes contact infor-
mation for the applicant and three simple questions: 
any experience (professional, educational, etc.) which 
would assist in the position, a brief description of why 
you would like to be considered, and what you would 
hope to accomplish in this position.
If interested, or for more information on this po-
sition, contact Town Clerk Pamela Goddard at 
[townclerk@townofdanbyny.org]



5

J  •
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
• 

Supervisor’s Update
Submitted by Ric Dietrich, Town of Danby Supervisor

T D N,    information 
platform, tries to inform its residents about topics 

of interest to Danby’s residents. My little contributions 
are attempts to flesh out the details of the health and 
welfare of the Town as a whole.
During our last Town Board meeting in June, one of 
the topics was financial health. Halfway through our 
budget year, Laura Shawley, our bookkeeper and fin-
cial wiz, laid out where the Town is...financially. Laura 
led us through where we are, suggested needed course 
corrections, and took questions from the Board. !e 
budget review covers a lot of territory.
!ere are many accounts in each of the three sections of 
our budget: General, Highway, and Water, along with 
contingency accounts (although the Fire District budget 
is officially incorporated into the Town budget, we do 
not oversee it). !e Town is in sound financial shape.
Other items on the Town’s agenda include setting the 
dates for public hearings on proposed local law changes, 
Please take notice that, over the next few months, drafts 
of a number of proposed laws will be posted. We welcome 
your feedback and opinion on all of these proposals.
!e Town Board also gave its approval for our Town 
Planner to proceed with applications for grants for a 
housing survey and for a feasibility study and cost pro-
jections for a Town sewer system and wastewater facil-
ity. We are currently in the process of writing grants for 
highway infrastructure costs.
!e Town’s Conservation Advisory Council will be 
opening conversations about draft Timber Harvesting 
legislation. !is issue has been in the forefront of top-
ics currently circulating and is receiving feedback from 
landowners, loggers, and saw mills. On the one hand, 
there is the view that logging is a big part of our econ-
omy and, on the other, protection of fragile infrastruc-
ture: fungi, wildflowers, peepers, and more. It seems 
like everyone has a opinion on this issue.
What kind of logging—it’s a farm product, just like 
corn—do we want to have here? What does Silviculture 
mean to the town? If the definition of stewardship is 
responsible judgement of the world we inhabit and the 
legacy of what we are leaving future generations, then 
this is an opportunity to voice your opinion.
Code enforcement is also on the Town’s agenda, as we 
have been canvassing the Town in anticipation of our 

housing grant application. In the past, successful hous-
ing grants have assisted a significant number of home 
repair projects. !is is a wait and see project that needs 
outside money to get off the ground. !e issue surfaced 
when a new housing in West Danby, proposed by a 
developer, required a waste water facility and access to 
a public water system. As the Town grows, this question 
will come up as a possible need. !e  Planning Board 
can then have this information as part of its toolbox.
Also in the background are the Town’s talks with Spec-
trum, the company who bought Time-Warner. I am, at 
least, talking with them, there will be some buildouts. 
Somewhere, sometime, from what I hear. In order to 
encourage the company toward buildout of addition-
al infrastructure, the Town has not signed a franchise 
agreement for twenty years. In that twenty years, no 
talks of any kind have taken place, so I am not overly 
optimistic about present efforts.
!at said, we are in a unique situation, with the State 
also pushing on this issue. so I am pretty sure something 
will emerge from all of this and will keep you posted on 
any progress and where this progress will take place.
I do wish everyone a great summer.
If you have any questions or concerns, contact me at 
[supervisor@townofdanbyny.org]. /

Notice of Public Hearing
T T  D    for grant 

funding to complete an updated Housing Needs 
Assessment, !e assessment will identify housing in 
need of rehabilitation or demolition, particularly that 
of low- and moderate-income Danby residents.
Funding will be requested through New York State’s 
Office of Community Renewal Community Develop-
ment Block Grant Program (CDBG). !e Town inten-

-
habilitation Project, was also funded through CDBG. 
!at project identified and characterized (and eventu-
ally helped repair) 13 unsafe buildings in the Town.
A Public Hearing on the application will be held on 

information, please contact Town Planner and Fair 

[cjrandall@townofdanbyny.org].
All persons will be heard either in writing or in person. /
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Old Stones In The Woods
Submitted by M.A. Barr, Danby Town Historian

E    someone calls and reports 
finding piles or lines of rocks and stones somewhere 

on their property. I recently got a call from a person 
whose daughter and a friend found an old well, way back 
in the woods on their property. !ere were also some 
pieces of iron and a very large, very old Lilac bush.
It sounded like an old homestead to me and the family 
and I arranged to hike into the woods so I could see the 
place. !e stones in the woods did delineate what used 
to be a house, complete with a stone well...with water 
still in it.
Our curiosity was piqued so now some research needs 
to be done to learn the history of this intriguing spot. 
!ere may be a good story to tell in an upcoming issue 
of Danby News.
!e Civil War encampment and other activities on the 
weekend of June 23 and 24 was a great way to learn 
about central New York participation in the Civil War 
and what life was like during that time. Danny Wheeler 

Civil War, planned and ran the programs. !ey deserve a 
big hand for bringing the past to life. I hope a lot of peo-
ple got to join in “living history” right here in Danby.
If you are interested in learning the history of neigh-
boring towns, check out Walk & Talk tours hosted 
by Historic Ithaca. We have one here in Danby at 
the Danby Community Church on July 14, 11am. 
After that, one is scheduled in Lansing on July 21, 
then one in Trumansburg on July 28, then in Rob-
ert H. Treman State Park on August 4, and finally 
in Freeville on August 11. Learn details online at 
[historicithaca.org/walk-and-talk/]. !ese are 
great summer outings for history buffs. /

Events ’Round Town
!is column appears monthly, featuring brief descriptions of 
events—current and upcoming months—around Danby. If 
you have a non-profit event that the general public is invited 
to…send a notice to the Danby News!

West Danby Community Association
Summer Concert: music by Jennie Lowe Stearns. Satur-

-
gan Hollow Road.
0e Gathery
Yoga Brunch

-
ing flow yoga class, suitable for all levels, followed by 
brunch, bubbly and good times! Tickets and info at 
[danbygathery.com].
Kundalini Yoga with Jai Hari

register with [jai@thisinspiredlife.today] or call 

0e Great Room at Slow Lane
Contra Dancing: Most Fridays, 8pm. Beginners 
welcome, no partner needed, dances taught. Info: 

Scandinavian Dancing: music by Stefhan Ohlström and 

Danby Community Church
Tai Chi Classes: Continue on Mondays and Wednes-
days, 11am. Check it out, if you’ve never heard of it.

Tour of Historic Danby: July 14, 11am, at the Danby 
Community Church.
Red Cross Blood Drive: Friday, July 20, 1:30-5:30pm. 
Walk-ins welcome.
Sundaes on Wednesdays: Return of our favorite munch-
ies and music event! Starts July 25 with the Ithaca Con-
cert Band, continues on August 1 and 8.

Garage SaleSouthern Tompkins Town Talk
Submitted by Gay Huddle, Ithaca Journal Columnist

P    your stories to me for 
the Southern Tompkins Town Talk column that ap-

pears every other week in the Ithaca Journal.
I cover the neighborhoods of Danby, West Danby, 
Brooktondale, Newfield, and Upper South Hill. Pic-
tures (in JPEG format) are always welcome.
Please contact me at [gayhuddle@hotmail.com] or 
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Water, Water, Everywhere
Survey of Quantity & Quality
Submitted by Ted Crane

R    from the Water Sur-
vey included in last month’s Danby News. If you 

haven’t filled ours out yet, now’s a good time to do it.
!e easiest way to take the survey is online, at 
[danbyny.org/WaterSurvey/]. !at URL will take you 
to a form fill-out web site.
!e survey mostly contains multiple-choice opinion 
questions like, “Is there always enough water in your 
well?” If you know details of your well, there are a few 
questions about its construction (depth, etc.).
It only takes a few minutes to answer all the questions, 
but the online survey contains useful information about 
residential water wells that might hold your attention 
for a bit longer.
If you don’t have web access (yes, that 
happens in Danby) or the online form 
doesn’t work for you, you can always 
find a paper copy at the Town Clerk’s 
office, or a copy of last month’s Danby News at 
[danbyny.org/DanbyNews/].
What’s 0e End Result?
!e value of the survey comes from being able to see 
the answers to the questions laid on a map. Where 
is the water with minerals? Are there neighborhoods 
where there are seasonal water issues? Neighborhoods 
where residents believe water is becoming scarce…and 
for what reason?
All of this depends on knowing the location of the well, 
so it’s important for responses to include this informa-

An online version of the 
survey is available at 
[danbyny.org/WaterSurvey].

tion. If you provide contact information (name, phone, 
Email), it will not be distributed unless you give per-
mission. It would, however, be useful to help clear up 
any questions about the information on your survey.
!e results will be available to Danby residents and, of 
course, to the Town for planning purposes.
0inking About Having Work Done On Your Well?
Low Interest Loans Are Available!
!anks to a grant from the US Department of Agri-
culture, the Water Well Trust is providing low-interest 
loans for the rehabilitation of an old well, or the drill-
ing of a new one.
!e WWT is a non-profit based in North Carolina, 

dedicated to ensuring that people 
have access to safe drinking water. 
Tompkins County is included in 
the current project area of the Water 
Well Trust.

!e Water Well Trust is currently accepting applications 
from Tompkins County until September 30, 2018. 
More information and the application can be found 
at [waterwelltrust.org/how-to-apply/]. Priority is 
given to households where health risks are imminent, 
to those with minorities, elderly, children, or disabled 
persons, including disabled veterans. Additionally, the 
resident must own the home and property.
More information about the Water Well Trust program 
is also available from the Tompkins County Health De-
partment. /

American Legion Update
Submitted by Marvin Eastman
W, ’  J and we’re halfway thru the 

year. Where did it go? It seems like just yes-
terday, we had snow on the ground, not 
that I’m complaining. !e dog days of 
summer are upon us.
Looking for a break, on July 4, at 1pm, 
we will be having a Party on the Patio 

(Pavilion). We will be serving Hamburgs, Hot Dogs, 
Sweet and Hot Sausage, Rib Ends, and various salads,  

all for $8. We will also be serving Clams (price TBD). 
Come check us out. A good time had by all last year.
On July 5 we will be hosting the Danby Seniors for 
their annual Summer Picnic.
Looking for a place to have a special event and the ga-
rage is too small or you just don’t want to deal with the 
hassle of setting up and the cleaning up? Stop by and 
see what the American Legion 1231 Danby Road can 
do for you. /
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Danby Seniors Update
Submitted by Margie VanDeMark and Nancy Gould

T   of the Danby Seniors will be on 
!ursday, July 5 at the American Legion, for our 

Chicken BBQ. !ere is a $5 charge and signups are 

A group of us enjoyed a lovely lunch and music show 
at the Beeches in Rome, NY on June 13. !e next trip 

-
ber Cortland trip for “!e Rat Pack Lounge” show and 

We thank our June hosts, Ted & Connie Merritt, as-
sisted by the exercise ladies...they always pitch in! /

Danby Community Library
Submitted by Cindy Parlett

I      from the Washing-
ton Post about the decline of reading for pleasure. It 

said that people are too busy and more interested in their 
cell phones. Well, summer vacation is the perfect time to 
come and browse our selection of books. Reward yourself 
with the time to enjoy reading one for pleasure!
We also have several new DVDs available: I, Tonya; Mur-
der on !e Orient Express; Five Nights in Maine; Ferdinand; 
Jumanji; Black Panther; !e Greatest Showman. .

2nd Annual Danby Big Pumpkin 
Contest
By Bill Evans, Community Council

T C C   sponsoring a 
contest for the largest pumpkin grown in Danby. 

A competing pumpkin must be grown in Danby and 
cared for by the contestant or their family.
If it looks like a pumpkin, we will call it a pumpkin (no 
gourds allowed!). Only one pumpkin can be submitted 
per contestant (multiple contestants per family okay). 
Weight in pounds and girth in inches will be used to 
determine the largest pumpkin. !e weigh-in & mea-
surements will be made during the Danby Harvest Fes-
tival in mid-October.
A limited supply of seedlings from last year’s winner (a 
nearly 100 pounder!) are available, contact Bill Evans at 
[wevans@danbycc.org]. /

Less Than A Penny A Mile
Submitted by Ted Crane
About five years ago, as part of one of the countywide 

and went net-negative-emissions. I’d intended to cover 
more than 100% of my electric usage and, thanks to 
two power needs that never materialized, ended up sell-
ing quite a bit of electricity to NYSEG. !e generated 
power saves more trees than my woodstove uses.
!e bad news is that NYSEG pays very little for my 
excess power—maybe ⅓ of what they insist that you 
pay to buy what I sell to them. !e good news is that 
the excess means that the annoying “service charge” is 
covered every month. My NYSEG bills are…zero.
Now, some bad news that turned into good news. At 

still getting 50+ MPG) failed inspection and I was told 
that the cost to pass was about 10 times what the car 
was worth. Yes, our government in action. So I traded 
up to one of the plug-in Prius models, with a battery 
big enough to travel, oh, maybe 25 miles.
Now the math begins, and the good news emerges. It 

-
ingly pays about 2.5¢/kWh, that full charge costs me 
about 15¢. !at’s enough for a typical excursion from 
Danby to downtown Ithaca and back. Compare to sev-
eral dollars worth of gas.
Today, I filled up the tank—well, I added 5 gallons, 

traveled about 810 miles on that 5 gallons (plus about 
120 kWh of my homegrown electricity).
OK, here’s where I get to brag a bit. !e combination 
of gas and electricty, viewed in miles per gallon, comes 

that I’m getting about 4MPkWh (miles per kilowatt 
hour of electricity), which works to a lot less than 1¢/
mile. On longer trips, when the gas engine takes over, 

Now that’s for fuel (gas or electricity) alone. To be sure, 
the AAA estimates additional costs of driving a car at 
well over 50¢/mile. But that isn’t exactly, “out of pock-
et,” at the pump. And that’s the good new. /
[Sometimes there’s a few inches of space in the Danby 
News, so I fill it.-editor]
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!e Danby Youth Flyer is funded in part by the United Way of Tompkins County

Community Council 
Summer Youth Programs

Hello Danby youth and parents!

Here is the list of programs that I will be offering. All 
Danby youth entering grades 4 through 9 are welcome 

to participate.
The programs are free, but the Community Council will 

happily accept donations to cover costs.
If you’re interested in signing up for any 

of these offerings, please contact me, 
[mas759@cornell.edu] or 585.236.6304, or find the 
full flier at [danbycc.org/YouthPrograms]. Please stay 
posted for possible additional programing during the 

first and last weeks of August. I look forward to hearing 
from you! —Melis, Danby Youth Program Manager

Choose Your Own Adventure!
Monday-Wednesday, July 9-11, 9am-4pm

Cooperative Extension, Willow Avenue, Ithaca
Join myself and Beth Bannister of the Joint Youth Com-

mission for an open-ended program. We will meet 
downtown, where we will have access to many adven-

tures including: the Science Center, the CCETC kitchen, 
and the Ithaca farmers market!

Community Herbalism
Monday-Thursday, July 16-19, 10am-4pm
Danby State Forest

Hike and learn while collecting medicinal plants to 
transform into naturally healing body products. At the 
end of the week, we will share our products with the 
Danby community at a location TBA.

Art & Soul
Monday-Thursday, July 23-26, 9am-3pm
Dewitt Middle School

Throw yourself into a week of artistic exploration as we 
join Beth Bannister and JYC youth to complete various 

arts and crafts.

Fishing & Canoeing
Tuesday-Wednesday, August 7-8, 9am-3pm
Jennings Pond
Fish, swim, and canoe on Danby’s own pond! Lifegaurds 

will be on duty for swimming time in the afternoon.

Baking & Breadmaking
Thursday-Friday, August 9-10, 9am-3pm
location TBA
Learn how to bake bread, pizza, and sweet things, too! 
On Friday we will take a fieldtrip to a local bakery.

Swimming at Jennings Pond
J P     and wildlife 

area that is part of Buttermilk State Park. It is situ-
ated right off Bald Hill Road in Danby.
People fish, kayak, and canoe on the 40-acre Pond. !e 
Town of Danby funds lifeguards for swimming in the 
summer. !ese are Danby area lifeguards serving our 
community. Come swim at Jennings Pond all summer 
when lifeguards are on duty. /

Outdoor Cooking
Tuesday-Wednesday, August 14-15, 9am-3pm
Danby State Forest

Hike in the Danby State forest while learning to feed 
yourself in the great outdoors.

Book-Making
Thursday -Friday, August 16-17, 9am-3pm
location TBA
Learn a variety of book-binding techniques while creat-
ing plain notebooks or stories of your own.

Finger Lakes National Forest Overnight
Monday-Wednesday, August 20-22
drop-off (8am) and pick-up (2pm): Coop Extension
Join youth from around Tompkins County on a 2-day 
overnight trek. /

Tick Claymation
Submitted by Kenny Makosch
Cornell graduate student Max Helmberger created a 
short claymation video to help explain the life cycle of 
the black-legged tick and how it transmits disease to 
humans.
It’s been described as, “interesting,” “informative,” and, 
well, “slightly gross.” It’s about ticks, after all. Well 
worth watching, for its artistic merit, if nothing else. 

[youtu.be/k5_5vM5aub4].
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Danby Area News: Event Calendar

 1pm H Picnic In 0e Pavilion

 ??? H Seniors BBQ 
7pm H Danby Community Council Mtg

 
H Library Volunteers Meeting

 
7pm H Public Hearing: Housing Needs 
7pm H Town Board Meeting 
7pm H Fire Dep’t Meeting 
7pm H Fire Dep’t Meeting

 
7pm H Fire District Meeting

Jul 14  
11am H Tour of Historic Danby

 
7pm H Fire District Meeting

 
H Food Pantry 

7pm H Planning Board Meeting
Jul 20  

1:30-5:30pm H Blood Drive
Jul 23  

Noon H Mobile Food Truck 
7pm H Conservation Advisory Council Mtg

Jul 25  
H Danby Comm. Church 

Sundaes on Wednesday: Ithaca Concert Band
Jul 27-28  

H Garage Sale
Jul 28  

H Myers Garden, 1071 Michigan Hollow 
West Danby Summer Concert

Aug 1  
H Sundaes on Weds
 

7pm H Danby Community Council Mtg
 

H Library Volunteers Meeting
Aug 8  

H Sundaes on Weds
 

7pm H Town Board Meeting 
7pm H Fire Dep’t Meeting 
7pm H Fire Dep’t Meeting

 
7pm H Fire District Meeting

 
7pm H Town Board Meeting

O E
Danby Community Library Open H Town Hall 

Tuesdays and Fridays, 1:30-3:30pm, 
and when the Open sign is out!

Food Scrap Recycling H Town Hall  !"### 

Seniors Strength Training Group H Danby Community Church 

Tai Chi Classes H Danby Community Church 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 11am.

AA Meeting H Danby Community  Church 
Wednesdays, 7pm.

Danby Quilters Group (

W T H
H Danby Town Hall
H Danby Fire Hall
H West Danby Fire Hall
H Danby Community Church
H American Legion Post 221
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