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DCC Concert: Off The Rails
Submitted by Ted Crane, Danby Community Council

O     about living in Danby is 
the richness of its community. We have among us an 

awful lot of interesting people including artists, farmers, writ-
ers, toolsmiths and tradespeople, professors, and musicians.
Come meet a few of these special people during the 
Community Council concert on Sunday, April 7, 3pm, 
in Danby’s Town Hall. Some of them will be sitting next 
to you, and others will be up front, playing music.
Off the Rails is a band from Danby and its surrounding 
area, and brings a mix of original and cover tunes with 
its own unique blues-infused style. You’ll hear music in-
spired by Blues greats like Muddy Waters, Buddy Guy, 
and Albert King with further influences by Junior Wells, 
Bonnie Raitt, Etta James, and Cocoa Taylor.
!e band’s original lyrics are sometimes sarcastic but always 
soulful and engaging. You will find yourself bouncing along 
to their rhythm and blues. !e band includes Danby-ites 

Bev and Bernie Fitzpatrick, vocals and 
lead guitar; Joe Hillebrandt, bass and 
vocals; Mitch Weidemann subbing 
for Danby-ite Roger Hecht on drums, 
and Danby’s own Asher Hockett with 
highlights on the trumpet!
As always, this free concert is pre-
sented by Danby’s Community 
Council with support from the Town 
of Danby and grant support from the 

 of 
Tompkins County.
Refreshments will be served and a 
good time is promised for all! -

It’s not If, It’s When
Submitted by Cathy Darrow, Community Council

G    National Healthcare Deci-
sions Day on Saturday, April 13! Join Angela Men-

nitto, death midwife, in Danby’s Town Hall, 3-4:30pm, to 
learn about Advance Care Planning.
Learn more about types of advance directives, includ-
ing the Health Care Proxy form and living will, and the 
importance of completing your paperwork and sharing 
it with all the right people. You’ll go home with a lot of 
useful information, forms, and hopefully some encourage-
ment and inspiration to start your planning. -

Burn Ban: March 16 to May 14
Submitted by George Jakubson, Danby Volunteer Fire Company

O M , , the NYS DEC announced 
the burn ban dates for this spring: March 16 thru 

May 14. During this period, residential brush burning 
is prohibited across New York State. For more informa-
tion you can go the DEC website, 
[dec.ny.gov/press/116481.html]. -

Spring Chicken
BBQ, Craft Show, 
Open House
Submitted by Marrell Cortright, West Danby 
Fire Department

T W D F Depart-
ment will be holding its Annual 

Spring Craft Show and Chicken BBQ 
on April 27 this year, in conjunction 
with an Open House and “Recruit 
NY”.
Recruit NY is an initiative of the Fire-
man’s Association of the State of NY, 
to help local Fire Departments across 
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We would like to thank these sponsors for their help:April 2019
Layout: Ted Crane

Count-n-Label Crew: 
Diana Van de Bogart; Ted and 

Pamela; Katharine and Scott; 

Julie and her family; others.

Post Office Crew:

Julie, Katharine, Scott,

and Ted

To contribute:

Danby Area News

PO Box 6886

Ithaca, NY 14851-6886

Phone: 607.273.8678

Email: [danbynews@tedcrane.com]

Text submissions:

Send text in the body of an 

Email message (not as an at-

tachment); or mail typewritten 

copy, double-spaced on white 

paper. Short handwritten 

submissions accepted; please 

write legibly.

Graphics: JPEG preferred for 

photos, GIF for line graphics. 

PNG also works.Check with 

editor before sending hard-

copy graphics.

Deadline is the 15th of the 

month. Materials may be 

accepted later if time allows. 

Submissions should gener-

ally not exceed one page. We 

cannot print political material 

or letters of opinion.

The Danby Area News (DAN) is a 

publication of the Danby Com-

munity Council (DCC) produced 

by contract with the Town of 

Danby. All statements are those 

of the contributors, and do not 

necessarily reflect the views of 
the editors, sponsors, the DCC 

and its officers, or officials and 
employees of the town of Danby 

All works remain © of the con-

tributors. Please provide a SASE 
if you wish to have materials 
returned. The DAN and DCC are 

not responsible for typographic or 

other errors.

PATRON:

ARNOLD PRINTING CORP • 604 West Green Street • 607.272.7800

High Quality Printing Services • Recycled papers / Soy based inks 

Complete Digital pre-press • Family owned and operated

Highland Farms Boarding 

Kennel and Store
168 West Miller Road • 607.273.3251 

[www.highlandfarmskennel.com]

Danby Community Church

“Serving God and Community”
1859 Danby Road • 607.272.1687 

[www.danbychurch.org]

Jefferson Colman
Custom Portable Homes

607.279.3757

Taoist Tai Chi Society of the USA
Dedicated to Improving Health • Non-profit

607.277.5491 • [taoisttaichi.org]

Bankruptcy & Divorce Law 

Debt Relief • Atty Advertising
Mark Gugino • 144 Bald Hill Road, Danby 

607.319.0766 or 607.207.0888

FRIENDS:

COME HOME TO TENWOOD LODGE
Fabulous • Spacious • Unique

Family Reunions • Vacation Rental • B&B

Making treasured family memories since 2013.

[tenwoodlodge.com] • 607.273.9546

RETIREMENT PLANNING & INVESTMENTS
Vince Mazzarella LUTCF • 30+ years experience

Securities Offered Through

NEXT Financial Group, Member FINRA/SIPC

132 Yaple Road • 607.662.5262 • [vincemazzarella.com]

SUPPORTERS:

Danby News Notes
Submitted by Ted Crane
Submission Guidelines: Before 
submitting an item for the Danby 
News, please have a look at the Sub-
mission Guidelines. You can request 
them by Email from the editor at 
[danbynews@tedcrane.com] or find 
them at [danbyny.org/DanbyNews]. If 
you’re thinking of sending something 
for publication in the Danby News, 
there’s two documents to read: the 

Guidelines and the Submission Guide-
lines at the same web location.
You’ll learn what is, and isn’t accept-
able material for publication. If it’s 
acceptable, we’ll make an effort to in-
clude it; generally, we print everything 
we receive! You’ll find hints about how 
to prepare a submission. Following 
these guidelines makes the editing and 
layout easier.
A terse version of these guidelines is in 
the left-hand column of this page. -

Are you interested in becoming a sponsor? 

Help the Danby News build community! 

For info, contact [danbynews@tedcrane.com].
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Town Clerk’s Desktop
Submitted by Pamela Goddard, Town Clerk
Spring Rabies Clinics

T     for the Spring Rabies 
Clinics run by the Tompkins County Health 

Department, Environmental Health Division. A free 
rabies clinic will be held in the Danby Fire Station 
on !ursday May 2, 7-9pm. Proof of prior vaccina-
tion is required to receive a three-year certificate for 
cats and dogs. Online preregistration is available at 
[tompkinscountyny.gov/health/].
NYS law requires all dogs to be licensed in the munici-
pality where they live. In order to have a complete and 

updated license, dogs must be vaccinat-
ed against rabies. !e rabies clinics are 
offered to help  with this requirement. 
In addition to the Danby date, rabies 
clinics will be held in Lansing on May 
1, Dryden on May 8, Enfield on May 
9, and at the Ithaca Highway garage in 
May 15. Fall clinics will be held in New-
field, Caroline, Trumansburg, Groton, 
and Ithaca. All of these are open to any 
pet owner.
Animal Control Update
Dog care comes with a cost for owners 

and municipalities. !ere are municipal fees for Ani-
mal Control Services required by NYS law. Tompkins 
County Animal Control (TCAC) services include sei-
zure and impoundment of dogs running lose. Animal 
control also shelters and provides proper care for lost, 
stray, or abandoned dogs. Efforts are made to return 
dogs to their owners.
When the owner of an impounded dog is known, they 
are required to pay the impoundment fees set by the 
Town Board. !ose fees are collected by TCAC and the 
Town receives a portion. In March, the Board voted 
to update the fee schedule, so that it is consistent with 
other municipalities. All municipalities are being en-
couraged to adopt the same fee schedule, so dog owners 
know what to expect.
!e fees are now $25 for the first impoundment of any 
dog. !e fee goes up to $50 for the second impound-
ment of any dog owned by the same person and $75 for 
the third impoundment of any dog owned by the same 
person within 12 months of the first impoundment. If 
more than one dog owned by the same person is im-
pounded at the same time, the impoundment of each 
dog is considered a separate impoundment.

Dogs not claimed are available for adoption. Keep your 
dogs safe, keep them at home.
Final Tax Collection
As of April 2, Alex Pfeifer and I are done with the 
2019 property tax collection. April 1 was the final day 
for property tax collection at Danby’s Town Hall. All 
property tax collection after that date is turned over to 
Tompkins County Finance. !is includes second in-
stallment payments. Call 607.274.5545 for more in-
formation.
For all services, the Town Clerk’s office is open 10am-
5pm Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, and 
10a-Noon on Saturdays through the Spring. As always, 
we are closed on !ursdays and Sundays and the choc-
olate bowl remains well supplied. !ank you for your 
sweet generosity.
You can always reach us by phone, 607.277.4788 and 
by Email at [townclerk@townofdanbyny.org]. -

Noise Near Troy/Nelson Roads
Submitted Matt Ulinski

I     in the Troy and Nelson 
Road area who have noticed a loud hum noise in the 

last year or two. Some residents in this area have come 
to me regarding this and I am trying to collect informa-
tion to see if this is a broader issue.
Please contact me, [mulinski@townofdanbyny.org] if 
you have information. !anks. -

Mowing Proposals Sought
Submitted by Sharon Gaden, Danby Fire District

T D F D   proposals 
for lawn mowing at the Danby and West Danby 

Fire Stations for the 2019 season. Anyone interested in 
submitting a proposal should contact the Danby Fire 
District, 1780 Danby Road, Ithaca, NY 14850 or call 
607.319.4721, for a list of requirements.
Proposals will be considered during the April 9 meeting 
of the  Danby Fire District, in the Danby Fire Station 
at 7pm. -
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Always Something 
Interesting Going On
Submitted by M.A. Barr, Town Historian
Young People Interested In History
Here is a fun opportunity for you: the Student Research 
Awards.
“Research” may be intimidating or off-putting, so ignore 
the word. Go for the presentation aspect of this project. 
You can create an exhibit, do a performance, create a web 
site, do a regular paper, or present your information in 
your own creative way.
A poster with all the information about this program is 
next to the History Display case in Town Hall or you or 
your parents can get in touch with me at 607.277.4788 or 
[mbarr@townofdanbyny.org]. !ere are small size post-
ers you can pick up and put in your pocket. Or scan all 
the info into your smartphone right off the big poster.
March is Women’s History month. Do you know any 
historic women? It could even be someone in your fam-
ily--a great source for tidbits of history. Where was your 
grandmother born? What was the neighborhood like 
where she grew up?  Was she a suffragette?

Addie E. Beam was my great grandmother. She lived with 
us for a year and a half when she was 92. I was a teenager 
living in a suburban Connecticut town. Grandma came 
from a small Iowa farm town where she had lived all her 
life. Quite a gap from her life to mine. She wasn’t neces-
sarily a notable woman in history but I started asking 
her questions and got a wonderful look into life on the 
prairie in the last half of the 19th century.
Grandma was born in a one-room log cabin several miles 
from town. Roaming Indians would come to the door 
asking for food. She and her sister had a pony they rode 
in tandem. !ey rode bareback and astride. Not side-
saddle as their refined, “city sisters” did. !ese are just a 
few topics she touched on; real stories, first-hand insights 
that made history more than just facts.
Help! I am still looking for assistance with the stuff of his-
tory. Anyone who can spend just an hour once a month 
or even an hour just once, or anyone who would like to 
get involved with one particular event will be welcome. 
Get in touch with me. !ank you. !ere is always some-
thing interesting going on regarding history that needs 
attention. -

County Legislature Update
Submitted by Dan Klein, , Tompkins County Legislator

Y ’  .
Y    for your County taxes. !e Town 

Board is responsible for your Town taxes. !e School 
Board is responsible for your school taxes.
But don’t blame the County Assessor. !e Assessor is in-
dependent and fair. !e Assessor determines how much 
your property is worth. !ey do not set the budget, tax 
levy, or tax rate.
Tompkins County is one of only two counties in NY 
State to have a countywide tax assessment office. And 
this is the 50th year that we have been doing this. Hav-
ing a countywide assessment office makes things fairer 
and saves money through efficiency. !e estimate is that 
we save $619,000 a year by having countywide rather 
than individual town assessors.
Here are some assessment-related trivia questions for 
you: If all 35,459 parcels in Tompkins County were 
for sale and you wanted to buy all of them, how much 
would it cost you?
What was the average sale price of a home in Tompkins 
County in 2018?

See the answers at the end of this article.
If your assessment changed this year, you should have 
received something in the mail in mid-March. If you 
feel like your change in assessment was unjustified, you 
have the right to formally challenge it. !e mailing you 
received contains the information necessary to file a 
challenge.
If your assessment went up by 10 percent, for example, 
it does not necessarily mean your taxes will go up 10 per-
cent. !e amount of taxes you pay is based on the total 
tax levy and on the tax rate, which has actually been fall-
ing in many municipalities in the last few years. Also, the 
large amount of new construction in the County helps 
spread out the tax burden. More people are contributing 
to the cost of snow plowing, school teachers, etc.
!e fact that the average sale price of a home in Tomp-
kins County in 2018 was $268,340 probably has an in-
fluence on the increased assessed value of your property.
It also would affect your ability to buy every property in 
the County. !at will cost you $13.5 billion, half a bil-
lion dollars more than it would have last year.
If you have any questions or comments, feel free to con-
tact me; [danbydan@hotmail.com] or 607.272.7582. -
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• [townclerk@townofdanbyny.org]

Mon-Tue-Wed-Fri, 10am–5pm, Saturday, 10am-Noon
[highway@townofdanbyny.org]

Mon–!u, 6am–4:30pm
[code@townofdanbyny.org]

Mon–Wed, 9am–5pm; !u, 12:30-5:30pm
[courtclerk@townofdanbyny.org]

All offices at Danby Town Hall except where noted.

Town Office Info

Supervisor’s Update
Submitted by Ric Dietrich, Town of Danby Supervisor

T , I ,   warmer temps, 
but I’m saving that line for August, when I prob-

ably will say, “waiting for cooler weather.”
I heard the first geese flying north, the robins have 
touched down south of us, and I expect to see our robin 
families soon. And let’s not forget that its time to think 
about finding, cleaning, and getting ready for our hum-
mingbirds. !e big spring event is our ice going out 
and the frogs and toads who come back to their pond 
every year to sing, that the koi all made it through the 
winter.
Spring will also allow us to move ahead on the Town’s 
various projects, bus shelter, wash bay, bridges, and cul-
verts.
Change is in the air and is also playing out in a restruc-
turing of Town staff. Circumstances have contrived a 
scenario in which both our Planner and Code Officer 
have been replaced.
John Norman, Code Enforcement Officer, and John 
Czemanske, Planning and Zoning Officer are now en-
gaged in their positions. !e Town was very fortunate 
in being able to fill with such qualified staff who have 
made their transition. I expect they will continue the 
fine work of Paul and CJ.
Paul and CJ, although gone, will still be assisting new 
staff to ensure a smooth transition. We have decided 
to go ahead with the housing inventory and will share 
information about what this is about in later articles. 
!e big gorilla in our room this month is getting our 
year-end report to the State and working on our transi-
tion team. !e week by week projects of reviewing our 
insurance, banking, and investments needs, are also on 
the agenda. So for now it’s getting the house clean in 
anticipation that spring means change.
If you have any questions or concerns, contact me at 
[supervisor@townofdanbyny.org]. -

—continued on page 6 !

West Danby Water District Update
Submitted by Tod Sukontarak, Water Commissioner

T  W D-
  has 

been rescheduled from 
Wednesday, April 3 to 
Tuesday April 2, 5pm, in 
the West Danby Fire Sta-
tion conference room.
We plan to flush hydrants 
in the distribution system 
on Monday, April 15 and 
Tuesday, April 16, begin-

ning at approximately 9am each day and ending be-
fore 4pm. Hydrants north of the fire station will be 
flushed on the 15th and those south of the station on 
the 16th.
Due to bad weather, the last two years, we have had to 
postpone our April flushing to May and that is a pos-
sibility this year as well. As we flush twice a year and it 
is most effective to schedule the two as far apart as pos-
sible, it is preferable to do the first flush in April and the 
second in October. We will aim for April and schedule 
another in September; sometimes scheduling even in 
October is too late to allow for contingencies. -

You And Your Assessment
Submitted by Ted Crane

I’    when your property is reassessed, 
but it’s not always a reason to panic, either. Here’s 

some rules of thumb about assessments and appeals:
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the state band together to attract new members. !ere 
is a great need for volunteers all across the state but 
especially in your own local department.
!e West Danby Fire Department currently has only 
19 members on its roster to respond to the needs in 
West Danby and as backup to the Danby Volunter Fire 
Company (Fire, MVA, COs and service calls). We are 
hoping to get new members to join our team to help 
meet these needs.
!is event, 10am to 2pm, will include local crafters and 
tours of our trucks and station. Visitors can meet our 
members and pick up free information to make you, 
your family and your home safer. !ere will be free fire 
hats and stickers for the kids and free travel first aid kits 
for each family.
Our really, really good BBQ chicken will be ready to 
eat around Noon. Whole dinners are $10 and just a 
chicken half is $6.
Please come and join us for a fund day and consider 
joining your local fire department. !ere are many jobs 
and ways you can help. !ere is so much more to this 
than running into burning buildings or responding to 
car accidents. Please, talk to one of us about finding a 
way you might be able to help! -

! Spring Craft Fair, cont’d from front page—Events ’Round Town
"is column appears monthly, featuring brief descriptions of 
events—current and upcoming months—around Danby. If 
you have a non-profit event that the general public is invited 
to…send a notice to the Danby News!

Community Council
Off "e Rails Concert: Sunday, April 7, 3pm, Town 
Hall.
Advance Care Planning: Saturday, April 13, 3-4:30pm, 
Town Hall. Advance directives, including the Health 
Care Proxy form and Living Will.
"e Jazz Sharks: Sunday, May 5, 3pm, Town Hall. Lo-
cal yoots toot cool jazz.
"e Rock Show: Sunday, May 12, 3pm, Town Hall.
Dennis Winge and Michelle Gordon: Sunday, Jul 21, 
3pm, Town Hall.
Harvest Festival: Sunday, October 13, 1-5pm, Dotson 
Park. It’s not too early to begin planning for Danby’s 
premier outdoor event.
0e Great Room at Slow Lane
Contra Dancing: Most Fridays, 8pm. Beginners 
welcome, no partner needed, dances taught. Info: 
607.273.8678.
Bal Folk (Breton, French) Dancing: Sunday, 2-5pm, 
April 14. Music by Becky Tracy and Rachel Bell. Info: 
607.273.8678.
Scandinavian Music and Dancing: Sunday, 2-5pm, 
May 5. Music by Stefhan Ohlstrm and Friends. Info: 
607.273.8678.
Danby Community Church
Soup, Games, and Fun: Monday, April 8, 12:45pm. All 
are invited!
Chicken and Biscuits: Friday, April 12, 5pm. Last bird 
of the season!
Food Pantry: April 25, not April 18.
Red Cross Blood Drive: Friday, May 17, 1-6pm.
Danby Gathery
Tickets and more info at [danbygathery.com].
Moon Gatherings
Community potluck, nature connection, medi-
tation, songs, story sharing at each New Moon, 
for all ages. For dates and directions, contact 
[honeysharmony@gmail.com]. -

by the same proportion, your share of the total tax 
bill doesn’t change!

-
ue of all the properties in Danby was (very rough-
ly) $300,000,000. Danby’s total budget was (very 
roughly) $2,400,000.

 !erefore, every $10,000 of assessed value means you 
pay about $80 to Danby (Town and Fire). A $250,000 
property pays about 25×80, or $2,000 tax.

If you don’t think your new assessment is correct (that 
is, the facts about your property are wrong) or fair (that 
is, the assessment is not reasonable, compared to other 
similar properties), you can ask for an informal review. 
Before an informal review, you should do a little home-
work:

same lingo as the assessor. It’s online; google “NYS 
assessor manual”. Pay attention to the way “Con-
struction Grade” and “Overall Condition” are deter-

! Assessments, cont’d from page 5—

—continued on page 8 !
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Meeting A Horse On The Road
Submitted by Joan Curtiss
As a horse owner and rider, I feel blessed to live in 
such a beautiful, rural area, especially one with wide-

shouldered roads that are perfect for 
a ride through the countryside. I was 
recently asked what people should 
know when they encounter a horse 
on the road and realize people may 
not understand a horse’s natural flight 
instincts and the danger this creates.
Here are some simple tips to help keep 
everyone safe. What should one do if 
they encounter horses on the road?

are flight animals and their natural instinct when 
frightened is to escape. In this frightened state there 
isn’t a lot of thinking going on, and this can be dan-
gerous for everyone.

up stones and dust can be scary for both the horse 
and rider.

the horse and rider. !is gives everyone a buffer, 
just in case something does happen.

-
ble, dogs run out and chase us, deer leap out of the 
woods--all things that can cause a horse to spook.

rider as a hood ornament.
I think every rider has a story of something spook-
ing them or 
their horse and 
it can be down-
right scary. Even 
the best trained 
horse can be-
come afraid and 
make unexpected 
movements, pos-
sibly jumping 
into the roadway. 
Hopefully these 

tips will help every-
one stay a little safer.
 -

NYS Vehicle and Traffic Law

§1146-a. Approaching 

horses.

1. Notwithstanding the 

provisions of any other 

law to the contrary, every 

driver of a vehicle shall 

exercise due care to avoid 

colliding with any horse 

being ridden or led along 

a public highway.

2. Every driver of a 

vehicle shall approach a 

horse being ridden or led 

along a public highway at 

a reasonable and prudent 

speed so as to avoid 

frightening such horse 

and shall pass the horse 

at a reasonable distance.

3. No driver of a vehicle 

shall sound the horn when 

approaching or passing a 

horse on a public high-

way.

Tick Trickery
Submitted by Mary Woodsen
Every month the whole year long, the ticks in your back-
yard are ready and able to do you harm. Not that they 
mean to, exactly; it’s just their nature. But if you value 
your health, read on.

Baby deer ticks usually start 
becoming a health hazard 
sometime in May. Two years 

I noticed the first tick of the 
season on the cuff of my pants 
leg on Earth Day (coming right 
up on April 22). It was an all-of-
five minutes foray into a weedy, 
abandoned field on my way home from Elmira. !at 
critter was out and about, looking for a meal, and I 
was in its territory. So I 
brushed it off and went 
on my way.
I always carry my basic 
tick prevention kit with 
me regardless where I am. 
It’s a pair of fine-tipped 
tweezers attached to my 
car keys. Had I found that 
tick later, I’d have needed 
those tweezers to remove 
the tick. 
Never use run-of-the 
mill tweezers; !ey’ll just 
make that tick throw up 
inside you. Fine-tipped 
tweezers (great for pluck-
ing eyebrows) are your 
one-size-fits-all tick re-
moval tool. True, you can 
find no end of gizmos for 
removing ticks and some 
are best used on dogs and 
cats, but these tweezers, 
properly used, will do the 
job well under every cir-
cumstance.
Four species of ticks now call New York their home. 
Deer ticks remain enemy number one, but we are best 
informed about the other three as well. I will describe 
each as the months go by. -

The Road Ahead Of Gaston
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Danby Community Library
Submitted by Cindy Parlett

L   have recently been purchased for use 
in the library; there is something for everyone!

DVDs
Alpha, !e Hate U Give. !e Grinch, A Star is Born, 
Mary Queen of Scots.
Children’s Books
!e Franklin series by Paulette Bourgeois: Franklin’s 
Halloween, Franklin’s Blanket, Franklin’s Valentine, 
Franklin Goes to School, Franklin’s Christmas Gift, 
Franklins’ New Friend, Franklin’s Neighborhood.
Children’s Picture Books
Madeline and the Bad Hat by Ludwigh Bemelmans; 
!ose Darn Squirrels! by Adam Rubin; Grandpappy 
Snippy Snappies by Lynn Plourde.
Adult Books
!e Only Woman in the Room by Marie Benedict; Be-
hind Closed Doors by Sherri Hayes; !e Library Book 
by Susan Orlean; Promise by Primrose Gwin; A Well 
Behaved Woman: A Novel of the Vanderbilts by !er-
ese Anne Fowler;  !e Gown: A Novel of the Royal 
Wedding by Jennifer Robson; Next Year in Havana by 
Chanel Cleeton; Odessa Sea and !e Emperor’s Re-
venge both by Clive Cussler; Home by Carlan Hoben 
and !e Huntress by Kate Quinn. -

Danby Seniors Update
Submitted by Margie VanDeMark

T   of the Danby Seniors will be on 
!ursday, April 4, at Noon in the Danby Com-

munity Church. All seniors 55 and over are welcomed 
to share in a dish to share luncheon.
We thank our March hosts: Sharon and Rollie Boda, 
Dan Clements, and the Senior Exercise gals! We learned 
some new tips from Geoff Dunn and Jeremy Betterly 
from the Recycling Center.
!e travel committee is planning a May 7 trip to Penn’s 
Peak, PA for a Johnny Cash tribute show plus luncheon. 
Contact Pat Phelps, 607.539.6477; Nancy Weitzel, 
607.272.6570; Ann VanDeMark, 607.539.7928; or 
Nancy Gould, 607.273.8705 for more information. -

Mobile Food Truck Update
Submitted by Margie VanDeMark

M, A  at Danby 
Church for anyone 

needing food. Please bring 
your own bags or boxes! -

Southern Tompkins Town Talk
Submitted by Gay Huddle, Ithaca Journal Columnist

P    your stories to me for 
the Southern Tompkins Town Talk column that ap-

pears every other week in the Ithaca Journal.
I cover the neighborhoods of Danby, West Danby, 
Brooktondale, Newfield, and Upper South Hill. Pic-
tures (in JPEG format) are always welcome.
Please contact me at [gayhuddle@hotmail.com] or 
607.273.6530. -

mined. Do your grades match your property? Does 
your property look better from the road (where the 
assessor sees it) than it does up close? It may be to 
your advantage to invite the assessor to have a look.

-
tify comparison properties. !e default search may 
show you the same properties the Department used 
to assess  your property. Do they look like yours? Ex-
pand the search (allow a basement even if you don’t 
have one, or more bathrooms, or more floor space). 
In theory, “better” houses should be assessed for more 
than yours. If not, figure out why and bring the info 
to your review, to help make a case for the assessor.

Remember, the assessor is just following rules. As care-
fully as they do it, when they do thousands of prop-
erties, they may miss details that are obvious to you. 
!ey don’t mind if you provide them with information 
in your favor, and it may help them revise your assess-
ment. -

! Assessments, cont’d from page 6—
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!e Danby Youth Flyer is funded in part by the United Way of Tompkins County

Community Council 
Youth Programs

Danby Youth Programs are taking o!, but there is 

still space available for youth to join! New programs 
will be starting up after the ICSD April break. Until 
then, More information can be found on the web at 

[danbycc.org/YouthPrograms] or by contacting Mad-
die, [mu33@cornell.edu] or 607.379.0245.

Crochet & Play
Thursdays, 3:25-5:30pm

Boynton Middle School

Join Maddie and Beth of JYC to learn how to crochet! 

Whatever inspires you—animals, dolls, hats, and more! 

If yarn isn’t your thing, there are also games being 

played.

Iron Chef -- Grade 4, 5
Mondays, 2:30-5:30pm

Danby Community Church
Challenge yourself in this culinary adventure! Practice 

your cooking skills with new and old friends!

Animation Exploration
Tuesdays, 3:25-5:30pm

Boynton Middle School

Learn all about di!erent forms of stop-motion anima-
tion!

Lunch Bunches
Grade 4,5: Friday, South Hill Elementary

Grade 6, 7, 8: Thursday, Boynton Middle School

Lots of fun with games of cards enjoyed by all. Join 

Maddie, Beth, and Eric during lunch period. -

Local Summer Job Opportunity
Submitted by Mary Kozak, Pond Cordinator

I   a full-time lifeguard this sum-
mer, right here in Danby?

!e Jennings Pond Swim Program will need lifeguards 
this summer. Now is the time to get the training, if you 
are not already certified. !e YMCA of Ithaca is offer-
ing Red Cross Lifeguard Certification courses in March, 

also conducting required CPR training in May or June.
If you are a Danby resident, 16 years old or older, and 
you are interested in becoming a lifeguard for the Jennings 
Pond Swim Program during July and August, contact Amy 
Cusimano, [myemail607@gmail.com] or Jeremiah Kozak 
[jeremiah.kozak85@gmail.com]. We will interview you 
and, if you are eligible, sponsor your lifeguard training.
Jennings Pond is a beautiful place to work! -

West Danby Egg Hunt
Submitted by Alison Christie, West Danby Community Association
It’s time for our annual 
egg hunt extravagan-
za. Come to the Pa-
vilion in West Danby 
(at the corner of Short 
and Brown Roads) on 
Saturday, April 20, 
11am, and say hello to 
the Easter Bunny, hunt 
for eggs, see some live 
bunnies, choose a book 
to take home with you, 
and enjoy the return 
of spring in our beau-
tiful hamlet.
Danby’s Youth Program Manager, 
Maddie Ulinski, will be on hand to lead cooperative 
games and a craft with the kids. We will have healthy 
snacks for all, and delicious freshly brewed coffee to 
keep the adults warm while they chat with neighbors 
and watch the children play.
!e egg hunt will start promptly at 11am. Sponsored 
by the West Danby Community Association with gen-
erous support from Alternatives Federal Credit Union. 
Our event location is courtesy of Mike McLaughlin. -



Danby Community Council

Danby Area News

1830 Danby Road

Ithaca, NY 14850

NON-PROF ORG

U.S. Postage Paid

Permit No. 352

Ithaca, NY 14850

Danby Area News: Event Calendar

 
All Day H Day of the Fool 
7pm H Town Board Meeting

 
5pm H Water District Mtg

 
Noon H Seniors 
7pm H Danby Community Council Mtg

 
9am H Library Volunteers Meeting

Apr 7  
3pm H Concert: Off 0e Rails

Apr 8  
12:45pm H Soup, Games, Fun 
7pm H Town Board Meeting 
7pm H Fire Dep’t Meeting 
7pm H Fire Dep’t Meeting

 
7pm H Fire District Meeting 
7pm H Conservation Advisory Council Mtg

Apr 12  
5pm H Chicken & Biscuit Dinner

 
3pm H Town Hall  
Consumer Issues: Advance Care Planning

 
all day H Spring Flush!

 
7pm H Fire District Meeting

Apr 18  
7pm H Planning Board Meeting

 
11am H Hatch Pavilion (corner of  Short and Brown) 
West Danby Egg Hunt

 
Noon H Mobile Food Truck

Apr 25  
3-6pm H Food Pantry

Apr 27  
10am-2pm H West Danby Fire Hall 
Spring Craft Fair, Chicken BBQ, Open House

 
Noon H Seniors 
7pm H Danby Community Council Mtg

 
9am H Library Volunteers Meeting

May 5  
3pm H Concert: Jazz Sharks

 
7pm H Town Board Meeting

May 12  
3pm H 0e Rock Show

O E
Danby Community Library H Town Hall 

Open whenever Town Hall is open! 
Librarian on duty when the Open flag is out.

Food Scrap Recycling H Town Hall  "#$$$ 
Saturdays, 9am-Noon

Seniors Strength Training Group H Danby Community Church 
Mondays and !ursdays, 9am.

Tai Chi Classes H Danby Community Church 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 11am.

AA Meeting H Danby Community  Church 
Wednesdays, 7pm.

Danby Quilters Group ( 607.273.2950, Call for Info.

W T H
H Danby Town Hall
H Danby Fire Hall
H West Danby Fire Hall
H Danby Community Church
H American Legion Post 221
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