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West Danby Picnic
Submitted by Peter Fraissinet, West Danby Community Association

I’    for an old-fashioned picnic, 
one of our favorite annual events in West Danby!  On 

Saturday, August 24, 4:30pm, it’s a dish-to-pass picnic 
in the Old Hatch Pavilion at the Corner of Brown and 
Short Roads. By popular demand, Tod’s savory smoked 
pork will again be on hand to sample (if you haven’t 
had the pleasure, you owe it to yourself ).  He’ll be up 
in the wee hours starting the process with some select 
fruitwoods and hickory, and some thirteen hours later, it 
will be delectable.
+is year, we are pleased to honor two Town of Danby 
servants at the picnic:  Town Clerk Pamela Goddard, 
and Town Supervisor Ric Dietrich.  Both have given 
many years of service to Danby residents (both officially 
and unofficially), and this is everyone’s chance to thank 
them in person for all they do.
We hope you can join us, and bring your friends and 
family -- all welcome.  +ere will be badminton in the 
field, stringband music on the hill, of course good food, 
good will, and hopefully good weather.
Rain or shine 
(there is shelter); 
bring a chair, a 
place setting and a 
dish to share. -

Free Stuff and Archery!
Submitted by Russ Nitchman

I   , do you? If not free, I love things at 
a good or great price! Do you enjoy target shooting 

with a bow?
+e Danby Community Day on Saturday, September 
21 will offer you the opportunity to enjoy either or both 
of these things: Shooting a bow and/or winning great 
valuable items and gift cards.
Mostly kids, but also adults, gravitate towards the Flash-
ing Feathers bow shooting site every Community Day. 
How exciting it is to see the glow on a child’s face when 
an arrow explodes a balloon! Sometimes something will 
fly out of the popped balloon, and once the shooting 
line is clear and it’s safe, we will have the child find their 
reward for popping that special balloon! Members of the 
bow club instruct shooters how to safely shoot a com-
pound or recurve bow. You want to learn? Would you 
just like to come and have fun shooting?
I have been a huge fan of the Lucky Draw part of the 
Danby Community Day since 2002. Almost every year 
I win more in gift cards and items than I spent in tickets. 
I consider the money I spend on tickets as a donation to 
the Fire Department. Any winnings are an extra, but a 
bunch of fun! Over the years my wife and I have won 
gift certificates to local restaurants like Max’s American 
Grill (Hotel Ithaca), Maxie’s Supper Club, Pat’s Pizze-
ria, Italian Carryout, and, most recently, John +omas 
Steak House. +ere were gift cards to Dandy Mart (last 
year a $50 and $30 card), free oil changes, free auto ac-
cessories (like a jump start unit), painting tools (bucket 
plus paint), free membership to Cayuga Nature Center, 
the Sciencenter, and the Museum of the Earth, and gift 
certificates to many local businesses including Agway. I 
have left out so many! Local volunteers go out and pur-
chase or receive donations for special prizes for our kids. 
Each donation is showcased with a poster and the dona-
tion is put on display on the bidding tables.
Would you like to help with the day? We could use your 
help. It’s a lot of fun serving with others and helping. 
Call and ask and we can get you involved! -
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We would like to thank these sponsors for their help:August 2019
Layout: Ted Crane

Count-n-Label Crew: 
Diana Van de Bogart; Ted and 

Pamela; Katharine and Scott; 

Julie and her family; others.

Post Office Crew:

Julie, Katharine, Scott,

and Ted

To contribute:

Danby Area News

PO Box 6886

Ithaca, NY 14851-6886

Phone: 607.273.8678

Email: [danbynews@tedcrane.com]

Text submissions:

Send text in the body of an 

Email message (not as an at-

tachment); or mail typewritten 

copy, double-spaced on white 

paper. Short handwritten 

submissions accepted; please 

write legibly.

Graphics: JPEG preferred for 

photos, GIF for line graphics. 

PNG also works.Check with 

editor before sending hard-

copy graphics.

Deadline is the 15th of the 

month. Materials may be 

accepted later if time allows. 

Submissions should gener-

ally not exceed one page. We 

cannot print political material 

or letters of opinion.

The Danby Area News (DAN) is a 

publication of the Danby Com-

munity Council (DCC) produced 

by contract with the Town of 

Danby. All statements are those 

of the contributors, and do not 

necessarily reflect the views of 
the editors, sponsors, the DCC 

and its officers, or officials and 
employees of the town of Danby 

All works remain © of the con-

tributors. Please provide a SASE 
if you wish to have materials 
returned. The DAN and DCC are 

not responsible for typographic or 

other errors.

PATRON:

ARNOLD PRINTING CORP • 604 West Green Street • 607.272.7800

High Quality Printing Services • Recycled papers / Soy based inks 

Complete Digital pre-press • Family owned and operated

Highland Farms Boarding 

Kennel and Store
168 West Miller Road • 607.273.3251 

[www.highlandfarmskennel.com]

Danby Community Church

“Serving God and Community”
1859 Danby Road • 607.272.1687 

[www.danbychurch.org]

Jefferson Colman
Custom Portable Homes

607.279.3757

Taoist Tai Chi Society of the USA
Dedicated to Improving Health • Non-profit

607.277.5491 • [taoisttaichi.org]

Bankruptcy & Divorce Law 

Debt Relief • Atty Advertising
Mark Gugino • 144 Bald Hill Road, Danby 

607.319.0766 or 607.207.0888

FRIENDS:

COME HOME TO TENWOOD LODGE
Fabulous • Spacious • Unique

Family Reunions • Vacation Rental • B&B

Making treasured family memories since 2013.

[tenwoodlodge.com] • 607.273.9546

RETIREMENT PLANNING & INVESTMENTS
Vince Mazzarella LUTCF • 30+ years experience

Securities Offered Through

NEXT Financial Group, Member FINRA/SIPC

132 Yaple Road • 607.662.5262 • [vincemazzarella.com]

SUPPORTERS:

Danby News Notes
Submitted by Ted Crane
Submission Guidelines: Before 
submitting an item for the Danby 
News, please have a look at the Sub-
mission Guidelines. You can request 
them by Email from the editor at 
[danbynews@tedcrane.com] or find 
them at [danbyny.org/DanbyNews]. If 
you’re thinking of sending something 
for publication in the Danby News, 
there’s two documents to read: the 

Guidelines and the Submission Guide-
lines at the same web location.
You’ll learn what is, and isn’t accept-
able material for publication. If it’s 
acceptable, we’ll make an effort to in-
clude it; generally, we print everything 
we receive! You’ll find hints about how 
to prepare a submission. Following 
these guidelines makes the editing and 
layout easier.
A terse version of these guidelines is in 
the left-hand column of this page. -

Are you interested in becoming a sponsor? 

Help the Danby News build community! 

For info, contact [danbynews@tedcrane.com].
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Town Clerk’s Desktop
Submitted by Pamela Goddard, Town Clerk 
and Alex Pfeifer, Deputy Town Cerk
Tidying up at the Highway Department

I     , the Highway De-
partment has been undergoing big changes. How-

ever, these changes aren’t as noticeable as the new stairs 
and renovated offices. With all hands on deck, High-
way has been overhauling and organizing their records 
going back all the way to the 1960s and 1970s.
Organizing consists of going through tons of boxes and 
deciding which ones are duplicates (like vouchers and 
minutes) and which ones need to be archived (like pay-

roll). +ese, along with zoning and cod-
ing records, are being sorted and filed 
through by Mary Ann Barr, Danby’s 
Document Manager and Town Histori-
an. Before she can even sort and file (and 
put documents in fresh new file folders, 
just waiting to be put in the vault), she 
has to get the documents ready, which 
consists of getting rid of the humidity 
and other gunk that has been building 
up for many decades.
One way to decrease humidity is through 
silicon beads. +e indicating beads 

change color while the non-indicating ones don’t...but 
both of them ab-
sorb the humidity 
of the documents. 
It is very satisfy-
ing and mystify-
ing to watch the 
beads turn from 
orange to green. 
Green beads are 
full of moisture 
and are dried out 
by being baked in 
an oven for a few 
hours before be-
ing replaced ina 
document box.
+e boxes keep coming, and Mary Ann gamely sorts 
through each one, making sure that the town records 
are saved. It takes a lot to keep a Town and Highway 
Department running, and tidying and organizing is 
just one part of making sure it functions well.

Applicants Sought
+e Town Board of the Town of Danby invites residents 
to apply now for volunteer seats on the Conservation 
Advisory Council starting immediately. Your involve-
ment is welcome and needed.
+ere are currently open seats on the Conservation 
Advisory Council. +is past spring, the Town Board 
increased the potential number of CAC members in 
order to increase involvement. Terms on the CAC last 
two years, with the potential for reappointment. +e 
CAC advises the Board in the development, manage-
ment, and protection of the Town’s natural resources. 
+e full charge of the CAC, including recommenda-
tions to the Town Board for Conservation Easements 
on property in Danby, keeping an open space invento-
ry, and drafting management plans for Town of Danby 
Property, is available in the Town Clerk’s office.
+e Town Board is also seeking applicants for the 
position of Town Planner. John Czamanske has been 
serving in this role since CJ Randall resigned to take 
another position. Czamanske’s tenure is temporary; he 
came out of retirement to help the Town through this 
transition. A new job description has been developed 
and Danby is now seeking a permanent Planner, to 
help guide the Town into the future.
Appointment applications are available through the 

Town Clerk’s office. +is simple 
form includes contact information 
for the applicant and three simple 
questions: any experience (profes-
sional, educational, etc.) which 
would assist in the position, a brief 
description of why you would like 
to be considered, and what you 
would hope to accomplish in this 
position.
You can always reach us by phone, 
607.277.4788 and by Email at 
[townclerk@townofdanbyny.org]. -

NYS Lottery: Hey, you never know.

Fact: Yes, you do know. But you might be wrong! (tc)
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West Danby Water District Update
Submitted by Tod Sukontarak, Water Commissioner

T  of our twice 
annual hydrant flush-

ing will be done on Mon-
day and Tuesday, August 12 
and 13, weather permitting. 
+e hydrants north of the 
fire station will be done on 
Monday and those south on 
Tuesday, starting both days 
at 9am.
On July 16, we replaced the 
chlorinator in the pump 

house as it had been intermittently not functioning. 
Hopefully, that will alleviate some of the swings in chlo-
rine counts we’ve been experiencing. We had a service line 
leak on Brown Road that was repaired by Minteer Con-
struction on July 11. Apart from that leak, our water con-
sumption has been about normal for summer months.
+ank you to Carl Seamon for his years of dedicated work 
in our Water District as he will soon be leaving his posi-
tion as one of our two water operators. Carl’s position will 
be taken over by Scott Wendt who was approved by the 
state for the position. Welcome Scott.
Our next District meeting will be on Wednesday, July 31, 
5pm, in the West Danby Fire Station conference room. -

EV: Playing Well The Industry
Submitted by Ted Crane

O    ’ better-kept secrets 
is that green energy sources don’t always play well 

with traditional, large-scale power generation equip-
ment. Integrating the two presents challenges.
Solar, wind, and even hydropower are intermittent 
sources of energy (night time, calm days, and dry spells 
get in the way) but the power industry must provide 
continuous service. Older, coal-fired generators do not 
“turn on and off” easily and cannot be used as backup. 
It’s expensive to construct new gas-fired installations, 
not to mention the issues related to gas production.
Big batteries are needed to store energy produced when 
the sun shines, the wind blows, or the water falls, so it 
can be used when green energy isn’t available...and for 

peak usage periods like scorch-
ing summer afternoons.

New England’s largest battery 
is mechanical. A “pumped-

storage hydroelectric” bat-
tery is inside a mountain 
in Northfield, MA. En-

ergy is stored by pumping 
water uphill and recovered, when needed, by 

letting it flow back down. Like spicy foods, though, 
this solution isn’t for everyone: are there any caverns for 
storage underneath the Finger Lakes? Yes? Could they 
be used for this purpose?
Cheaper and more efficient versions of the ubiquitous 
chemical battery are a hot topic. All too often we hear 
about potentially revolutionary advances in battery 
tech but the key word is, “potentially.”
+e cost of lithium-ion batteries has fallen rapidly: 
about 85 percent less than ten years ago and as much 
as 30 percent less than just last year. It still takes many 
batteries to store large amounts of power but it can be 
done less expensively then in the past.
Some power utilities are installing massive battery 
banks to service peak power periods. +e cost is less 
than building new generation plants, let alone running 
them.
Other utilities are taking a different approach. Green 
Mountain Power, serving 265,000 customers in Ver-
mont, has a dream—and an ongoing program—to 
place whole-house batteries in every home. +ese 
would capture green energy and provide service during 
power interruptions—effectively allowing the utility to 
shed load during peak power demand moments.

Tompkins County can follow this example. A PPP 
(public private partnership) with local power utilities, 
including traditional fossil-fuel generators and devel-
opers of large-scale solar, wind, and hydroelectric facili-
ties, could explore ways to decentralize power produc-
tion and storage. +e goals would be to reduce reliance 
on aging, expensive fossil-fuel generation, provide in-
creased reliability for consumers, and in the long run, 
save money.
All of this is closely tied to the ineluctable transition to 
EV (electric vehicle) transportation. Solar PV systems, 
together with battery storage, can collect daylight pow-
er and transfer it to an idle vehicle at night. Outside of 
the elusive free commercial charging station, charging 
at home is the least expensive way to fill an EV fuel 
tank (electric “fuel” is a lot cheaper—perhaps 2x—than 
gasoline). EV charging at home, with power from PV, 
is cheaper yet (by as much as 6x, or 12x compared to 
gasoline) and is pollution free. -



5

A  •
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
• 

[townclerk@townofdanbyny.org]

Mon-Tue-Wed-Fri, 10am–5pm, Summer hours until 
September: closed Saturday.

[highway@townofdanbyny.org]

Mon–+u, 6am–4:30pm
[code@townofdanbyny.org]

Mon–Wed, 9am–5pm; +u, 12:30-5:30pm
[courtclerk@townofdanbyny.org]

All offices at Danby Town Hall except where noted.

Town Office Info

Supervisor’s Update
Submitted by Ric Dietrich, Town of Danby Supervisor

W,  A, hope your summer is re-
warding.

Town items of interest: we have met with the sheriff’s de-
partment to talk about our roads. Many residents have 
asked the Town Board for speed reductions on Town 
Roads. All good, except that drivers apparently have 
trouble reading the new signage and do not slow down.

So, this month, short and sweet: residents, please notify 
me about speeding problems. Tell me the road where 
it happens, and tell me when—what day, what time—
the traffic problems peak. So, let’as say, “South Danby 
Road, 7:30-9am, traffic is racing, and then again around 
4:30pm when traffic is returning home.”

Send them in, and let’s see if we can gather up all our 
trouble spots. We will compile this list and send it off 
to the Sheriff. +e goal is to have this all together before 
start of school in September.

If you have any questions or concerns, contact me at 
[supervisor@townofdanbyny.org]. -

Community Day & Parade
Submitted by Brian Collins

T D V F C is hosting 
its Danby Community Fun Day on September 21, 

2019. +is community celebration includes a chicken 
BBQ, the very popular Lucky Draw Auction, vendors, 
games, live music and more!
All the money raised goes to support the all-volunteer 
fire company whose members actively donate their 
time to provide fire protection and medical service to 
the community.
We are very pleased to announce that the parade is 
coming back! +e line-up will begin at 9:30am, and 
the parade begins at 10:30am.
+ere are a number of ways that you can participate 
this year: as a vendor, a volunteer, a donor, or as part of 
the parade. If you’re interested in any (or all!) of these, 
please contact us at [danbycommunityfunday@gmail.com] 
with “vendor” or “volunteer” or “parade” or “donation” 
in the subject line. Alternatively we can be reached by 
phone: Brian Collins, 607.262.0189, or Virginia Freed-
man, 607.379.0003. If you have books to donate to our 
sale you may contact Leslie Conners at 607.277.1717 
or [leslieconnors123@gmail.com].
Most of all, please come and spend the day with your 
friends, family, and neighbors while enjoying the pa-
rade, great food, numerous games, local vendors, the 
Lucky Draw Auction, and so much more.

We look forward to seeing you! Please save the date! -

Danby Weather Stations
Submitted by Ronda Roaring

Y     to know that there 
are a number of weather stations right in Danby, so 

that you can get fairly accurate temperature, humidity, 
and wind information. +ey can be accessed through 
[wunderground.com].
Here are the searchable Danby locations:
 Michigan Hollow Road . . . . KNYSPENC13
 Durfee Hill Road . . . . . . . . . KNYDANBY1
 Nelson/East Miller Roads  . . KNYDANBY1
 Nelson/Updike Roads . . . . . KNYITHAC33
 Muzzy Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . KNYITHAC17
 Slators Lane . . . . . . . . . . . . . KNYNEWFI5
I live in South Danby and enter KNYWILLS6 into the 
Wunderground search box.
[For a spot location forecast, try [weather.gov]. Enter 
“Danby, NY” into the search box. Fine-tune the loca-
tion (to a 1-mile square) by clicking on the map a bit 
down the right side of the page. Below the map, the 
“Hourly Weather Forecast” graph is a really useful tool. 
[weather.gov] is the horse’s mouth, where all the other 
weather sites get their forecast data.—editor] -
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Events ’Round Town
!is column appears monthly, featuring brief descriptions of 
events—current and upcoming months—around Danby. If 
you have a non-profit event that the general public is invited 
to…send a notice to the Danby News!

West Danby Community Association
Annual Picnic: Saturday, August 24, 4:30pm, Old 
Hatch Pavilion, corner of Brown and Short.
Danby Community Council
Harvest Festival: Sunday, October 13, 1-5pm, Dotson 
Park. It’s not too early to begin planning for Danby’s 
premier outdoor event.
!e Great Room at Slow Lane
Contra Dancing: Most Fridays, 8pm. Beginners 
welcome, no partner needed, dances taught. Info: 
607.273.8678.
Danby Community Church
Sundaes on Wednesdays: Ice cream at 6:30pm, music 
at 7pm. July 31: Ithaca Concert Band. August 7: Un-
der Construction. August 14: Finger Lakes Pipe and 
Drum.
Moon Gatherings
Community potluck, nature connection, medi-
tation, songs, story sharing at each New Moon, 
for all ages. For dates and directions, contact 
[honeysharmony@gmail.com]. -
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County Legislature Update
Submitted by Dan Klein, , Tompkins County Legislator

H    of several issues the County has 
been involved with.

TCAT, our countywide public bus service, is lowering 
its fares for buses to and from Danby (and everywhere 
in Zone 2). +e regular fare for that route has been 
$2.50. It will be lowered to $1.50, which will be the 
same fare for all TCAT buses everywhere in the county. 
+e new fare starts August 25. We hope that some of 
the money lost in fares will be made up by increased 
ridership. Regardless, we felt that riding the bus should 
cost the same no matter where in the county a person 
is travelling.
Many people are aware of a product known as a “per-
sonal emergency response system” (PERS), also called 
“medical alert”. +is is the product you can wear as 
a pendant or bracelet that has a button to summon 
emergency help.   What you may not be aware of is 
that Tompkins County offers this service to residents. 
+ere are many private companies offering this service, 
and if you are satisfied with your provider than you 
should stick with them. However, Tompkins County 
contracts with a provider with whom we have nego-
tiated certain conditions. By using the PERS service 
provided through Tompkins County, you can be as-
sured you are getting accurate information, no one is 
trying to sell you additional items, and there is a real, 
local person you can call or visit if you have questions. 
Also, a County employee would be the one installing 
and servicing your unit, and that person can provide 
you with other information about services for seniors. 
+e standard fee is $25 a month, but prices may vary 
based on equipment and qualifying factors. Last year, 
531 people in Tompkins County took advantage of this 
program. If you are interested in knowing more about 
this service, call the Tompkins County Office for the 
Aging at 607.274.5482.
Living in Danby, I don’t have to travel very often on 
NYS Rt.13 between Ithaca and Dryden. But when I 
do, I become aware of what residents on that side of 
the county know very well: traffic is often very heavy. 
Tompkins County is undertaking a study of the section 
of route 13 from Warren Road to the Village of Dryden. 
+e study will look at traffic safety issues, access issues, 
bus transit and multi-modal possibilities, land-use 
along NYS Rt.13, zoning, and pedestrian safety.
If you have any questions or comments, feel free to con-
tact me; [danbydan@hotmail.com] or 607.272.7582. -

Wild Parsnip: 
Kill It Before It Multiplies
Submitted by Ted Crane

P   root vegetables, so it was 
a surprise to learn that Wild Parsnip plants are ca-

pable of causing severe chemical burns on skin.
+e plant produces a compound in its leaves, stems, 
flowers, and fruits that causes intense, localized burn-
ing, rash, severe blistering, and discoloration on contact 
with the skin on sunny days. +is is not an allergic re-
action, it is a chemi-
cal burn brought on 
by an increase in the 
skin’s sensitivity to 
sunlight. Affected 
areas can remain dis-
colored and sensitive 
to sunlight for up to 
two years, similar to 
but not as severe as 
contact with giant 
hogweed.
All of this was, for me 
and many Danby-
ites, mostly academic 
knowledge until this 
summer. I don’t know whether it’s a natural spread of 
the plant, or something brought on by the wet spring...
but Wild Parsnip is all over Danby this summer. It 
completely surrounds my mailbox, and I’ve seen dense 
clusters lining the roads all around.
What’s it look like? A lot like Queen Anne’s Lace but, 
where the Lace has tiny white flowers, Wild Parsnip 
has bright yellow ones. +e plants can be several feet 
tall, with sturdy stalks/stems with vertical grooves run-
ning full length. Kindof like a celery, but round, not 
U-shaped. If you cut the stalk (not with bare skin!), 
there are hollow tubes inside.
What to do? First and foremost, take precautions to 
prevent plant sap from contacting exposed skin! Mow 
when plants first produce flowers, but before seeds en-
large. Or, cut the root 1” below the ground using a 
tool like a spaded shovel or remove plants by pulling, 
gripping the stalk just above the ground (wear gloves 
and protect your skin). Wild Parsnip seeds are very 
hardy; they can last four years before growing a plant...
so these control measures should be undertaken before 
wild parsnip plants go to seed. -
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Danby Community Library
Submitted by Cindy Parlett

THE BOOK WOMAN of Troublesome Creek is based 
on the Pack Horse Library Project of Eastern Ken-

tucky. +e project was part of the Works Project Ad-
ministration (WPA) in the years following the Great 
Depression. +is project brought in librarians from 

around the state and charged them 
with providing routine library ser-
vices to remote towns. +e librarians 
would travel on horseback loading 
up their books before dawn and re-
turning around dusk, traveling hun-
dreds of miles each month. +ey 
were paid $28/month and worked 
all year long. By the early 1940s 
there were 30 libraries. +e program 
came to an end in 1943 after losing 
its funding.
Newest purchases:
DVDs: Ant-Man (Marvel), Ant-
Man and the Wasp (Marvel).
Young Adult: Forever in Blue (Book 
3 of the Sisterhood of the Traveling 
Pants) by Ann Brashares, Children of 
Blood and Bone by Tomi Adeyemi.
Adult Fiction: Mistress of the Ritz by 
Melanie Benjamin, !e Spies of Shil-
ling Lane by Jennifer Ryan, !e Or-
phan’s Tale by Pam Jenoff, !e Farm 
by Joanne Ramos, Daisy Jones and 
the Six by Taylor Jenkins Reid, !e 
Book Woman of Troublesome Creek 
by Kim Michele Richardson, City 

Girls by Elizabeth Gilbert, Ask Again, Yes by Mary Beth 
Keane. -

Danby Seniors Update
Submitted by Margie VanDeMark and Nancy Gould

N    D S in August; 
see you in September! +ursday, September 5, at 

Noon in the Danby Church!
Our trip to Alex Bay on June 27 was a beautiful day, a 
full bus of folks enjoyed lunch and the boat tour.
We had a great 
chicken BBQ on 
July 3 at the Ameri-
can Legion. Big 
thanks to Jon Mosh-
er for heading up the 
chicken cookers, to 
Dan Clements for 
fetching the birds, 
and to the guys for 
helping. Marv East-
man of the Legion 
did a great job with 
the sides and the set 
up out in the pavil-
ion.
If you’re interested in 
the September 11 trip 
to Genesee Coun-
try Village, contact 
Ann VanDeMark, 
607.539.7928, for 
information. -

Mobile Food Truck
Submitted by Margie VanDeMark

M, A , Noon, at the 
Danby Community Church. 

Bring your own bags/boxes. 
For anyone needing food, the 
pantry comes from the Food 
Bank of the Southern Tier. -

Southern Tompkins Town Talk
Submitted by Gay Huddle, Ithaca Journal Columnist

P    your stories to me for 
the Southern Tompkins Town Talk column that ap-

pears every other week in the Ithaca Journal.
I cover the neighborhoods of Danby, West Danby, 
Brooktondale, Newfield, and Upper South Hill. Pic-
tures (in JPEG format) are always welcome.
Please contact me at [gayhuddle@hotmail.com] or 
607.273.6530. -
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+e Danby Youth Flyer is funded in part by the United Way of Tompkins County

Community Council 
Youth Programs

Summer started with an exciting trip to the Catskills, 

followed by some fun summer programs including 

gorge tours and a ride on the floating classroom. Trail 
work was done at Jennings Pond, and there’s still more 

work that could be done if anyone is interested in vol-

unteering to clean up the trail. There is still space in 
some of the August programs.
More information can be found at 

[danbycc.org/YouthPrograms] or by contacting Mad-

die, [mu33@cornell.edu] or 607.379.0245.

Diggers - ages 10-15
July 29-July 30, 9am-2pm
Danby Community Church

Have you ever wondered what it is like to be Lara Croft 

or Indiana Jones? Here’s your chance to dig for treasure 

and learn about archaeology.

Bike with VieCycle - ages 10-15
July 31, 9am-August 1, 12pm
Drop off Wednesday at the Black Diamond Trailhead, 
pick up Thursday at Taughannock Falls State Park.
Learn bike skills and mechanics and make some cool 

bike jewelry with VieCycle.

Jennings Pond Is Open
Submitted by Amy Cusimano, Pond Coordinator

S    We are proud to say that 
Jennings Pond is open for another season.

NYS has experienced a lifeguard shortage for several 
years. In 2019, the NYS parks and pools are at a short-
age of over 1000 certified lifeguards.
We are fortunate at Jennings Pond to have a local life-
guard on duty and another available. Please understand 
that our full time guard needs time off.
We will be open daily as weather conditions and life-
guard availability permit; primarily Noon-5pm, Sunday 
thru +ursday, and Friday and Saturday until Sunday.
Come and enjoy the picnic and BBQ areas and the 
constant cool breeze. Jennings Pond Swim area is natu-
ral and is regulated by the NYS Parks Department and 
funded by the Town of Danby.
MaryAnn, Amy, and Jeremiah, thank you for your con-
tinued support. -

3rd Annual Big Pumpkin Contest
Submitted by the Danby Community Council

T C C is again sponsoring 
a contest for the largest pumpkin. A competing 

pumpkin must be grown in Danby and cared for by the 
contestant or their family. If it looks like a pumpkin, we 
will call it a pumpkin (no gourds allowed). Only one 
pumpkin can be submitted per contestant (multiple 
contestants per family okay).
Weight in pounds and girth in inches will be used to 
determine the champion. +e weigh-in will happen 
during the Danby Harvest Festival in Dotson Park on 
October 13. All contestants will receive a certificate of 
participation and awards will be given for the top three 
largest pumpkins, the most beautiful pumpkin, and 
other categories to be determined.
For information, contact Bill Evans at 
[wevans@danbycc.org]. -

Salvage Dawgs - ages 10-15
August 12-August 15, 9am-4pm
Myers Park

Recycle, repurpose and DIY!

Backpack the National Forest - ages 9-15
August 19, 9am-August 21, 12pm
Danby Community Church

Backpack in the Finger Lakes National Forest and spend 
two nights in the field!

Camp-out - ages 9-15
August 27, 9am-August 29, 12pm
Cornell Cooperative Extension

Camping, canoeing and birding fun! -
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Danby Area News: Event Calendar

 
5pm H WD Water District Mtg 
6:30pm H Danby Comm. Church 
Sundaes on Wednesday: Ithaca Concert Band

 
7pm H Danby Community Council Mtg

 
9am H Library Volunteers Meeting

 
7pm H Town Board Meeting

 
6:30pm H Danby Comm. Church 
Sundaes on Wednesday: Under Construction

 
7pm H Town Board Meeting 
7pm H Fire Dep’t Meeting 
7pm H Fire Dep’t Meeting

Aug 13  
7pm H Fire District Meeting 
7pm H Conservation Advisory Council Mtg

 
6:30pm H Danby Comm. Church 

Aug 15  
3-6pm H  
7pm H

 
7pm H Fire District Meeting

 
4:30pm H Hatch Pavilion: corner of Short and Brown 

 
Noon H

 
7pm H Town Board Meeting

 
Noon H Seniors 
7pm H Danby Community Council Mtg

 
9am H Library Volunteers Meeting

 
7pm H Town Board Meeting 
7pm H Fire Dep’t Meeting 
7pm H Fire Dep’t Meeting

O E
Danby Community Library H Town Hall 

Open whenever Town Hall is open! 
Librarian on duty when the Open flag is out.

Food Scrap Recycling H Town Hall  €ÁÔÔÔ 
Saturdays, 9am-Noon

Seniors Strength Training Group H Danby Community Church 
Mondays and +ursdays, 9am.

Tai Chi Classes H Danby Community Church 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 11am.

AA Meeting H Danby Community  Church 
Wednesdays, 7pm.

Danby Quilters Group ( 607.273.2950, Call for Info.

W T H
H Danby Town Hall
H Danby Fire Hall
H West Danby Fire Hall
H Danby Community Church
H 
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