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RelaxandRefreshwithHarp

January can be a difficult time. It's cold. It's dark. The
relentless hustle and bustle is in and the purpose and hope

of December holidays is over. We're mid-way through winter
and still a long way from the love-fest that is Valen-
tine's Day. It might seem as though there's not
much to lift our spirits. We can feel ourselves slip-
ping into the seasonal sads.
With that in mind, Danby Community and Park is
offering an afternoon of HarpMusic to Relax and Re-
fresh. On Saturday, January 17 at 2pm, Pamela God-
dard will offer a set ofmusical medleys to ease tensions
and uplift hearts. Much like a “sound bath” or a music
meditation, this is more than a concert. It's a time to
connect with the beauty of music in a relaxed way.
Therapeutic music—harp and voice—helps the body
relax, reduces anxiety and helps you harmonize your
nervous system. Resting in a safe container of sound,

rooted in deep listening, you will be able to connect with your
own inner resources for ease and stability.The January 17 harp
experience is part of a series of “do it yourself ” programs
planned by DCAP to help grow our individual and commu-
nity resilience.
Pamela Goddard is a CertifiedTherapeutic Harp Practitioner,
working with groups and individuals in a variety of settings.
For the past five years (since retiring asDanbyTownClerk) she

has brought the soothing sounds of harp music to pa-
tients and staff at Cayuga Medical Center in Ithaca,
Arnot hospital in Elmira, and various nursing homes in
the region.
What is Therapeutic Harp? Therapeutic music is re-
sponsive to individuals and their situation. In a harp
therapy session, we observe and adjust our playing be-
coming sensitive to “moments of change,” when there
may be a collective letting go. Bymatching ormirroring
tone, tempo, and mood, the practitioner builds an at-
mosphere conducive to well being.
What can you expect on January 17? Pamela Goddard
will briefly explain the history and background of thera-
peutic music and its uses for individuals and groups. The
central part of the program will be an experiential,

WalkingInAWinterWonderland

Bundle up and join us for a Winter Discovery Hike at
Dotson Park on Saturday, January 31! This family-

friendly event is a perfect opportunity to explore the park's
natural beauty and uncover the secrets of
the winter landscape.
The hike will begin at 11am and is open to
all ages. In case of severe weather, the event
will be rescheduled for the following day,
Sunday, February 1.
Together as a group, we'll take a hike
through the park to see what we can dis-
cover. We'll be guided by DCAP leader,
Amanda Piha. The Danby winter walk will
coordinate with a /Bio-Blast/ exploration
time, through the Cayuga Nature Center.
This engaging outing will be a chance to ex-
plore the trails and to look for signs of
wildlife in the quiet winter season. Whether you're a seasoned
nature enthusiast or simply looking for a refreshing way to en-
joy the outdoors, this hike has something for everyone.
What to Bring:
• Warm clothing and sturdy footwear suitable for the weather.
• Water and snacks to keep you energized.
• Binoculars if you have them; you never know what you'll see.
• A hot drink to enjoy and warm up with afterwards.
Meet-Up Location: Dotson
Park Pavilion
This hike is free, and no regis-
tration is required. Just bring
your curiosity and a sense of
adventure! After the hike,
stay for BYOB hot beverages
and a chance to connect with
your neighbors.
For more information about
Dotson Park, check out

. We look
forward to seeing you there
as we celebrate the wonders
of winter together!�(dcap)



22

January 2026
Layout: Ted Crane
Count-n-Label Crew:
Ted and Pamela; others.
Post Office Crew:
Ted

To contribute items:
Danby Area News
PO Box 6886
Ithaca, NY 14851-6886
Phone: 607.273.8678
Email: [danbynews@danbycc.org]

Text submissions:
Send text in the body of an
unencoded, plain-text Email
message (not as an attach‐
ment); or mail typewritten copy,
double-spaced on white paper.
Short handwritten submissions
accepted; please write legibly.

Graphics: JPEG preferred for
photos, GIF for line graphics.
PNG also works. Check with
editor before sending hardcopy
graphics.

Deadline is the 15th of the
month prior to publication date.
Materials may be accepted
later if time allows.
Submissions should generally
not exceed 250-350 words
(one column). We cannot print
political material or letters of
opinion.

The Danby News (DN) is a publi‐
cation of the Danby Community
and Park (DCAP). All statements
are those of the contributors, and
do not necessarily reflect the
views of the editors, sponsors,
DCAP and its officers, or officials
and employees of the Town of
Danby. All works remain © of the
contributors. Please provide a
SASE if you wish to have materi‐
als returned. DN and DCAP are
not responsible for typographic or
other errors.

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THESE SPONSORS FOR THEIR HELP:
PATRON:
ARNOLD PRINTING CORP • 604 West Green Street • 607.272.7800
High Quality Printing Services • Recycled papers / Soy based inks
Complete Digital pre-press • Family owned and operated

The Danby 100 !
JMJ Fund /

Comm. Foundation
Earl & Jo Ann Ekdahl
Barbara Miller & Stuart Fox
Kathleen Norkus
“not official”
Anonymous
Polly A McClure
“Anonymous

Friends in Danby”
Anonymous
Judith & L Patrick Caveney
Shirley A Boykin
Katherine Anderson

& Max Pensky

“Anonymous and admiring”
Margaret J Moschak
Anonymous
Barry B Adams
Susan Franklin
Mark Gugino
Cathy Darrow
John & Susan Pfuntner
Nancy Reid & Jim Long
Elizabeth Reimers
Sharon Boda
Jefferson Colman
Anonymous
Bruce Richards
Deborah Benson

Carl & Marge Seamon
Tammy Polmanteer
Margo & John Yntema
Garry & Gay Huddle
Mary Fisher & Stephen Ryan
Beverly Rollins
James Lassoie
Diana Chamberlain
Anne Shakespeare
Elaine & Ross Cortright
Jumay Chu & Ross Borden
Carol Blakeney
Anonymous
John & Donna Gilbert

…plus all those who have sent
subscription-level donations

DanbyNewsNotes
Submission Guidelines: Before submit-
ting an item for the Danby News, please
have a look at the Submission Guidelines.
You can request them by Email from the
editor at or
find them at .
If you’re thinking of sending something
for publication in the Danby News,
there’s two documents to read: the

Guidelines and the Submission Guidelines
at the same web location.
You’ll learn what is, and isn’t acceptable
material for publication. If it’s acceptable,
we’ll make an effort to include it; gener-
ally, we print everything we receive!
You’ll find hints about how to prepare a
submission. Following these guidelines
makes the editing and layout easier.
A terse version of these guidelines is in
the left-hand column of this page.� (tc)

Are you interested in becoming a sponsor?
Help the Danby News build community!
For info, contact

WREATHS FOR THE SEASON

The Wreath-Making Workshop in
December produced several gems
for walls, tabletops, and doors.

Participants used a variety of supplied
and contributed materials.
Can you find the colorful mini-ear of
corn offered by Danby’s sage of birding,
Bill Evans!

—photo by Ted Crane
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CookingForAbundance
SlowLaneMexicanChicken Soup

We've adapted this recipe from another that we
found in a Sunday insert to the Ithaca Journal. As

we do, the revised recipe meets our tastes and cooking
style. Notably, the original did not include sweet pep-
pers or corn. It did include black beans, which we’ve left
out. Feel free to re-adapt to create your own version.
We like this soup because it's quick and easy tomake. Because
it stretches a single chicken breast into several servings, it's
economical. If there are leftovers, the soup gets better with
time and it keeps in the ’fridge for up to a week. Best of all, it's
got flavor bursts that help liven up a winter night. �(pg)

Ingredients
Step①: ½ lb boneless chicken breast, cut into chunks

2 tablespoon olive oil
2 teaspoon chili powder

Step③: 2 cup onion, cut to chunks
1 red pepper (green, yellow, orange), diced
2 large cloves garlic (to taste)

Step④: 1 quart (32 fl oz) chicken broth
2 fl oz (⅓ typical can) chipotle peppers in adobo
sauce, cut in pieces
28 fl oz can diced tomato (or fresh equivalent)
1½ cup corn kernels (fresh, frozen, canned)

Serve: 1 or more 8" tortillas (or tortilla chips)
lime juice
avocado, cut into small cubes
grated cheese (cheddar, monterey jack, etc.)

Directions
① Put chicken chunks in a tupperware bowl; add chili

powder, close bowl and shake to coat chicken. Add 1
tablespoon olive oil, close and shake again.

② Heat a skillet or wok to 350-400°, add chicken
chunks and cook 3-4 minutes, turning once, until
brown. Insides should lose raw color, but do not over-
cook. Move to bowl or plate; shred or separate as de-
sired (while broth cooks).

③ Add remaining olive oil to same pot and heat to 350-
400°. Add onions, red pepper, and garlic; sauté 3-4
minutes until onions begin to soften.

④ Add chicken broth, chipotle/adobo, tomato to pot
(or wok). Bring to a boil, then simmer about 5 min-
utes. Add ½ cup corn every few minutes (if frozen,
will control boiling broth).

⑤ Add chicken, let sit to re-heat chicken, then serve.

Serving Suggestion
Cover the bottom of each soup bowl with lightly toasted
(over an open flame) tortilla strips (or any tortilla chip).
Cover with soup. Add lime juice to taste. Top with (op-
tional) avocado cubes or cheese.
Will have zing, will not damage. The spiciness of chipotle
in adobo varies by manufacturer. If you want more zing,
add a small can of Rotel Fire-Roasted diced tomatoes.
Serves: 3 (one-dish supper), 4-5 (soup course)
Prep time: 12 minutes, Cook time: 23 minutes

Friends who eat together
Are taste buds.

This Issue’s Writers
◦ ah .....Andrea Hazard
◦ cp......Cindy Parlett
◦ dcap .
◦ gh .....Gay Huddle

◦ gj ......George Jakubson
◦ pg .....Pamela Goddard
◦ pp .....Patricia Phelps
◦ sw .....ShawnWendt
◦ tc ......Ted Crane

Don'tLetDatesWasteFood

There are any number of anecdotes about first-
time dates who try to impress by ordering the most

expensive items from the restaurant menu. That's a
waste of food, but it's not what this item is about.
According to ReFED’s Food Waste Monitor, New Yorkers
discarded an estimated 178,000 tons of food in
2023...solely due to concerns raised by the “date label” on
the packaging. Much of that waste is unnecessary.
According to the National Resources Defense Council's
web site, , labels likeBest Before and Sell
By are not safety indicators. They're about peak quality,
not spoilage. In most cases, food is still safe and delicious
well beyond those dates.
Before tossing food, use your senses:
• Smell it: Does it smell fresh?
• Look at it: Any mold or spoilage?

If it looks and
smells fine, it
probably is! And
if you can’t eat it
in time, freeze it!
It's like hitting
pause on fresh-
ness.
With a little plan-
ning and aware-
ness, we can all waste less and eat more.
Now, then, about that jar in our pantry labeled,Thai Chili
Roasted Garlic, best by 05/13/2013.... � (tc)
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WhyistheDanbyNews
LikePublicRadio?

The Danby News is the place to go in Danby. But,
why is it like Public Radio? In a nutshell, neither

one is beholden to partisan government interference.

①Both the DN and Public Radio present information
that supplements and, sometimes, clarifies official, sani-
tized verbiage in expensive, taxpayer-funded publications.

②The choice to defund both the DN and Public Radio
was not budget-related. Sometimes, public officials feel
threatened by distribution of a different perspective. Danby
now budgets about twice as much for its house organ than
it formerly paid for the DN. Danby’s powers have said, on
the record, that they expected the DN to shut down.

③Both the DN and Public Radio depend on the public
to keep an independent voice alive.
Help us cover the cost of your issues! It’d be great if every
Danby-ite could afford a subscription ($15 or more per
household). Not everyone can…or does. Those who can
offer larger, lifeline contributions help provide coverage
for everyone else.
Please make checks payable to Danby Community and
Park, noteDanby News in the memo, andmail to P.O.Box
6886, Ithaca, NY 14851-6886. �

Pancakes InCentralDanby

Winter is here and so are the Pancakes! Join us
Sunday, January 18, 8am-11am! Drive-thru or

stop in for a plate of Pancakes, French Toast, Sausage,
Scrambled Eggs, and Homefries, all for $12. Cash,
Card, Check, Venmo, and Apple Pay are accepted.
We'll be doing this the 3rd Sunday of the month, through
March 2026, at theDanbyVolunteer Fire Company, 1780
Danby Road.
Proceeds to upgrade the equipment we use for cases of
difficulty breathing and for rope rescue. � (gj)

WDFireDepartmentUpdate

We'd like to start by thanking everyone who
joined us for our Fall Pancake Breakfast in No-

vember. It was great to see so many neighbors come to-
gether and spend time with one another. Your continued
support is always appreciated.
We also wanted to share a few updates from around the
fire station. Recently, our EMS providers have expanded
their capabilities with the addition of Naloxone (Narcan)
and Epinephrine to our medical equipment.These impor-
tant tools improve our ability to respond quickly and
effectively to medical emergencies here in West Danby.
We're proud to continue enhancing the level of care we
can provide.
We'd also like to extend a big congratulations to two of
our members, Jessie Warner and Hunter Wright, who re-
cently completed the Cortland County Firefighter Boot
Camp. This intensive program consists of 168 hours of
training and includes: Basic Exterior Firefighting, Interior
Firefighting, Truck Company Operations, SCBA Confi-
dence, and Firefighter Survival. With this achievement,
they are now officially certified in New York State as Inte-
rior Firefighters, and they have further strengthened their
skills with the department. Please join us in celebrating
their hard work and dedication.
Lastly, we want to remind the community that we are al-
ways looking for new volunteers. Whether you're inter-
ested in firefighting, EMS, or supporting behind the
scenes, there's a role for everyone. If you'd like to learn
more, you can email ,
message us on Facebook, or stop by one of our meetings
on the secondMonday of eachmonth, 7pm, in the fire sta-
tion.
Thank you again for your continued support. From our
fire family to yours, we hope you have a safe and healthy
month ahead. � (sw)

guided session of harp and voice for relaxation. Afterward,
attendees will be able to ask questions and, if they want, talk
about what they experienced. The program will end with a
second session of harp and voice, just for fun andmore ease.
This program is appropriate for all ages. Brought to you by
Danby Community and Park, and supported in part by a
grant from the Community Arts Partnership. There is no
fee, but donations to support Dotson Park and the varied
programming of DCAP are always welcome. � (pg)

➲ Harp, continued from front page
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DCAPCelebrates2025

2025marked the first year of Danby Com-
munity and Park as an integrated organiza-

tion. DCAP combines the care and protection of Dot-
son Park with a wide range of musical, civic, educa-
tional, and nature-based community programs.
We can't be happier with how things have gone this first
year. There are so many reasons, and so many people
adding to our gratitude.
The DCAP Board (Amanda Piha, Julie Clougherty, Ted
Crane, Pamela Goddard, and Cathy Darrow) works well
together. Each member brings a range of experience and
interest. We're grateful to have a dedicated group who are
faithful in their support for preserving the treasure of
Dotson Park. We hope that there will be increased com-
munity interest and involvement in 2026.
Did you know that one of the key features of the park is a
custom-designed disc golf course?This feature attracts en-
thusiasts locally, regionally, and nationally. It brings a ded-
icated crew of caretakers who tend the course and adja-
cent areas of the park. These volunteers have logged
countless hours of park maintenance. Thank you,
DiscIthaca!
Two grants were received to further DCAP's mission. An
arts grant through the Community Arts Partnership
funds concerts and music events. The Community Foun-
dation provided funding to improve park infrastructure.
Financial support, for park maintenance--including the
oh-so-welcome PortaJohn--was received from the Town
of Danby.

DCAP is also pleased to have an ongoing relationship
with TCAT (the bus service) and Danby's Highway De-
partment. We provide the bus stop and parking area and
the Highway Department repairs the road and removes
accumulated snow.
Just as importantly, DCAP is grateful for all of the people-
-young and old--who come out to programs. Kids and
families who sled down the park hill in winter. Nature
lovers who regularly walk the park trails. Gardeners and
crafters who come out to workshops in flower arranging
and wreath making. Music lovers who attend concerts, or
join together to make our own music in the beauty of the
park. Not to mention the 1600-odd households who re-
ceive the monthly Danby News and support its produc-
tion.
None of this is possible without the engagement and sup-
port of our community. Would you like to see these re-
sources continue to improve during the next year? You can
help in many ways. We'll be planning work days to take
care of and improve the trails and natural playground.
Come and help. We can always use volunteers to help set
up for workshops and events. Spread the word about all of
the fun things happening, in whatever ways work for you.
Sure, we can use financial support. Make a donation to-
ward our lasting community resources. Mail a check,
made out to Danby Community and Park, to PO Box
6625, Ithaca NY 14851. In 2026, DCAP will improve it's
online donation systems. Keep an eye out for more news
in the New Year. � (dcap)

TCATSurveyResponses

Fifteen people responded to a survey I created re-
garding the TCAT bus service to Danby. In the sur-

vey, I asked about interest in adding morning and
evening busses to serve “nine-to-fivers” commuting from
Danby; no such service currently exists.
The survey results indicate that an /inbound/ bus leaving
Danby about 8am would serve the most commuters, as
five of the respondents need to get to their destination be-
fore 9am and three need to arrive by 8:30am.The existing
/outbound/ bus that leaves Cornell around 4:30pm
works for seven commuters, but three others need service
after 5:30pm (currently, there is a bus leaving Cornell at
5:30, but there is no connection to Danby).
Several respondents used to take the 8:05am bus from
Danby...before that service was cancelled in October

2023.They would like to have the service restored, as well
as the return trip leaving Cornell around 5:30pm.
Response to the survey was enthusiastic, but response
from TCAT has been anything but. I sent the survey re-
sults to two different recipients on three separate occa-
sions, and have yet to receive a response. I am not sure
what happened as the TCAT supervisor responded im-
mediately the first time I emailed him. Thus, despite sig-
nificant interest, it seems unlikely that Danby will get “9-
to-5er” bus service anytime soon. � (ah)

Never attempt to teach a pig to sing.
It wastes your time and annoys the pig.

—Robert Heinlein
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Reminiscing#40

My January 17, 2008 column turned out to be one
of my most popular, as so many Ithacans remem-

bered Andrews' Confectionery Shop in downtown
Ithaca and would tell me how much they enjoyed read-
ing the information about the shop.
When talking with Danby friendsMargie and John VanDe-
Mark about how downtown Ithaca used to look many years
ago, I discovered that our mutual friend Olympia McFall
had many “sweet” memories of growing up, as her parents,
Ruby and Anthony Andrews, owned and operated An-
drews' Confectionery Shop on State Street in Ithaca, next to
what used to be the Strand Theater. I could close my eyes
even now and see it still, and I remember the delicious treats
waiting inside. My grandmother loved the root beer floats!
Anthony arrived in the United States from Greece in
1913. He brought his art of candy-making by hand and
opened the Ithaca candy shop in 1931. By then he had
married Ruby Litch, whose family had settled in Danby
from Minnesota about 1920. In the small kitchen at the
rear of the shop, “Andy” roasted cashews and cooked
fudge and peanut brittle in a large copper kettle that sat on
a four-legged, one-burner gas stove. Ruby waited on cus-
tomers and prepared sodas, milkshakes, and sundaes at the
soda fountain. When they grew old enough, their three
children helped out by sweeping the floor, washing dishes,
and lowering the awning in front of the shop.The awning
protected the chocolates from being melted by sunshine!

The family lived in an apartment across from the Ithaca
Journal (now an empty lot). When business was slow,
Ruby and the children would all go to Grandma's farm on
Troy Road. The kids liked to work in the garden, gather
eggs from the chicken coop, and play in the meandering
stream that flowed beneath the weeping willow trees. In
the winter, the best day was when it was time to cut a
Christmas tree from the field of trees that Ruby's brother,
Carmie Litch, had so carefully planted years before.
On January 12, 1989, the candy shop was destroyed by a
fire that started in the vacant hotel around the corner. Andy
had died in 1970 and Ruby passed in 2004 at nearly 92
years of age. A girl who spent her younger years growing up
on a farm in Danby and a young immigrant from Greece
worked together to bring many “sweet” memories to Itha-
cans and visitors for many years. My thanks to Olympia
McFall, for helping me with this story way back in 2008.
In January 2008, the Danby Library's volunteer of the
month was Patti Meyers. Patti started her volunteering
when the library was located in the old Danby School
building. Patti loves to read, hike and listen to music.
A little joke from the January, 2008, Danby Church
Newsletter:What kind of lights did Noah use on the Ark?
Flood lights!
And now, as we begin a new year, I am hoping that kind-
ness, peace and happiness will prevail in 2026. � (gh)

OrganizingTheGovernment

Have youmade your New Year's resolutions yet? Are
you going to stick to them? Did you know that

NYS Town Law requires local governments organize
themselves every year, passing resolutions that guide
how they will do business.
Oddly enough, while Election Law §2-112 calls it an “or-
ganization meeting”—and so does Town Law §11-176(2-
a), when applied to Fire Districts—Town Law §4-62(1)
refers to an “annual accounting meeting” for Town
Boards, to be held on or before January 20. Let's call it an
“organization meeting” anyway, because that's what hap-
pens. [NB: it's not clear why some bodies continue to call
it an “organizational” meeting; that's quite a mouthful.]
During the organization meeting, the body of govern-
ment must pass a series of resolutions covering rules of or-
der (usually Roberts Rules), salaries, appointments, offi-
cial publications, meeting dates, how bills will be paid,
and more. Existing policies are usually reaffirmed.

Watching this process can be as entertaining as it is infor-
mative. In Danby, sometimes the dozens of resolutions are
voted individually, sometimes in groups, and sometimes
not at all, being delayed for future discussion.There are al-
ways eye-openers, like when salaries are approved.
Unlike personal resolutions—often broken or left behind
before the end of January, local government resolutions
are binding...at least until the body changes them in a sub-
sequent resolution. Yes, that happens as well, but usually
not during the same meeting.
Yes, the organization meeting sounds like its really down
in the weeds but it sets the tone and direction for the rest
of the year. This is the solid foundation that supports our
democracy; well, our democratic republic.
Barring an unexpected change, Danby's Town Board will
hold its organization meeting on Monday, January 5,
6pm, in Town Hall, 1730 Danby Road (NYS Rt.96B).
Join the fun! Like all meetings, it's open to the public and
there's free seating for all. Also on Zoom! � (tc)
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CommunityLibrary
Welcome 2026! A new year with new books to enjoy:
TheDarkWives.................................. Ann Cleeves
TheGirl from Devil's Lake:
A Brady Novel of Suspense ................ J.A.Jance
A Pair of Wings .................................. Carole Hopson
Wayward Girls ................................... SusanWiggs
The LiesThey Told ............................. Ellen MarieWiseman
Sonora .................................................. JenniWalsh
The Song of the Blue Bottle Tree ...... India Hayford
The Spectacular................................... Fiona Davis
Rednecks .............................................. Taylor Brown
TheGirl in the Triangle .................... Joyana Peters
The Secret of Secrets............................ Dan Brown � (cp)

SeniorsUpdate

The first 2026 luncheon meeting of the Danby Se-
niors will be on Thursday, January 8, at Noon in the

Danby Community Church. Please bring a dish to share
and a serving spoon along with your own table service.
Drinks are provided. We will be playing Bingo.
Dues will be $5 for 2026.Those over 80 are free but dona-
tions are always welcome. All folks over 55 are welcome to
join.
When Ithaca schools are closed, we don’t meet. � (pp)

What's the difference between a cheese and a hole?
The cheese has holes in it
but a hole doesn't have cheese in it.

Here’s a shout out to James Tyler Stein, an ordinary Danby res-
ident who stepped forward to fill a short-term vacancy on the
Town Board. A motivated, independent, and ethical citizen!

Did you hear about the two chess aficionados
having a drink in the hotel lobby?
Chess Nuts Toasting In An Open Foyer.

NewFireCommissioner

During the recent election on December 9, Marvin
Oltz was elected to a 5-year term a Fire Commis-

sioner, 2026-2030. Congratulations, Marv! �

DanbyFireDistrictOrganization
Notice is hereby given that the Organizational Meeting for
the Danby Fire District of the Town of Danby, County of
Tompkins, New York, will be held on Tuesday the 13th day
of January 2026, at 6:30 P.M. at the Danby Fire Station,
1780 Danby Road, Town of Danby, County of Tompkins,
New York. The regular meeting will follow.
By order of the Board of Fire Commissioners of the Danby
Fire District.
Sharon Gaden, Secretary, November 11, 2025 �

LocalElections...EveryYear!

Election Day on November 4 initiated an unprece-
dented change in the way local elections are held in

New York, including Danby, NY.
Historically, Federal- and State-level elections were held on
even-numbered years, while Local-level (County, Town)
elections took place on odd-numbers years, like 2025.
A new State law recently took effect after an extended
court challenge. Its goal is to increase turnout for local
elections by moving them to even-numbered years. Just
imagine, say, 2028, when you'll be voting for President,
U.S. Senator, Congress, State Governor, State Comptrol-
ler, State Attorney General, County Sheriff and Clerk,
County Legislator, and also Danby Supervisor, Town
Board members, Clerk, and Highway Superintendent.
The list probably won't fit on one sheet of paper!
The local officials who were elected in 2025 thought they
were running for 2- and 4-year terms. Sorry, folks, but you
only bought 1- and 3-year terms (except for winner of the
uncontested race for fill-out-the-last-2-years of a Town
Board seat). So, some of those folks--and/or other contes-
tants—will be back on the ballot in 2026.
In 2027, two more Town Board seats will be back on the
ballot. In 2028, it'll be the winners of 2-year terms in
2026. We might get a year off in 2029, but local folks will
be back on the ballot in 2030.
Some local offices were not affected by the new law. Judges
and City officials were exempted because their terms are
defined by the NYS constitution. They'll continue to be
voted on during odd years, including our Town Justices.
Maybe. It's confusing!
Our Board of Elections will have to adapt to a new work-
load. Historically, the BoE spent most of its odd-year
effort dealing with the many local candidates, and much
of its even-year time processing the oodles of new voters
who sign up in time for the big races. Now, it'll have to do
everything at once!
Hey there, NYS Legislature...beware of what you wish for,
you might get it. � (tc)
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Danby News: Event Calendar

Ja
n
20
26

Jan 3 • Sat
9:15am ↸ Town Hall • Library Volunteers Meeting

Jan 5 • Mon
6pm ↸ Town Hall+Zoom
Town Board Organization Meeting

Jan 7 •Wed
5pm ↸ WD Fire Station • West DanbyWater District

Jan 8 • Thu
Noon ↸ Community Church • Seniors Luncheon Mtg
2pm ↸ Zoom • Regulatory Review

Jan 12 • Mon
7pm ↸ DVFC Station • Fire Dep’t Meeting
7pm ↸ WDFD Station • WD Fire Dep’t Meeting

Jan 13 • Tue
5pm ↸ DVFC Station
Fire District Organization Meeting
7pm ↸ Zoom • Conservation Advisory Council

Jan 15 • Thu
4pm ↸ Community Church • Danby Food Pantry

Jan 17 • Sat
2pm ↸ Community Church
Relax and RefreshWith Harp

Jan 18 • Sun
8-11am ↸ DVFC Station • Pancake Breakfast

Jan 19 • Mon
6pm ↸ Town Hall+Zoom • Town Board Meeting

Jan 20 • Tue
7pm ↸ Town Hall+Zoom • Planning Board Meeting

Jan 27 • Tue
6:30pm ↸ DVFC Station • Fire District Mtg
7pm ↸ Town Hall+Zoom • Board of Zoning Appeals

Jan 31 • Sat
11am ↸ Dotson Park
Walk in aWinter Wonderland

∑

Feb 2 • Mon
6pm ↸ Town Hall+Zoom • Town Board Meeting

Feb 4 •Wed
5pm ↸ WD Fire Station • West DanbyWater District

Feb 5 • Thu
Noon ↸ Boatyard Grill • Seniors Luncheon Mtg

Feb 7 • Sat
9:15am ↸ Town Hall • Library Volunteers Meeting

Feb 9 • Mon
7pm ↸ DVFC Station • Fire Dep’t Meeting
7pm ↸ WDFD Station • WD Fire Dep’t Meeting

Feb 10 • Tue
5pm ↸ DVFC Station • Fire District Mtg

∑

Ongoing Events
Seniors Strength Class ↸ via Zoom

Mondays and Thursdays, 9–10am
Contact for Zoom link

Danby Community Library ↸ Town Hall
Tuesday, 1–3pm; Thursday & Saturday, 10am–Noon
Books can be returned via the outdoor drop box.

Food Scrap Recycling ↸ Town Hall��←⇦⇦
Saturdays, 9am-Noon

AA Meeting ↸ via Zoom:
Wednesdays, 7pm

Where Things Happen
↸ Danby Town Hall • 1830 Danby Road
↸ DVFC Station • 1780 Danby Road
↸ WDFD Station • 47 Sylvan Drive, off Rt.34/96
↸ Danby Community Church • 1859 Danby Road
↸ Dotson Park • 1825 Danby Road
↸ American Legion Post 221 • 1231 Danby Road

Meeting Date Zoom MtgID Passcode
Town Board Jan 5 882 2697 6101 905098

CAC Jan 13 835 4940 5296 879507

Youth Commission Jan 8 See Town web site

Planning Board Jan 20 893 3897 1114 956288

Town Board Jan 19 847 9505 5187 308958

Zoning Appeals Jan 27 Unknown? None?

To join a meeting by telephone, call 646.876.9923
Warning: Zoom meeting info and agendas change frequently!


